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Bu, Graham has made elaborate preparations for 
the New York Campaign. This is only natural, for 
New York City is the cultural and economic center 
of the world. It is the home of the Metropolitan Opera 
and the vast financial interests of Wall Street. Name 
anything essential to the human venture and it seems 
that New York City can boast of it in a superlative 
degree. This complex metropolis is a veritable Goliath. 
Billy Graham has his sling and his smooth pebbles 
from the stream, but what are these against the granite 
towers of Manhattan? 

But more exciting for the Christian community, the 
New York Campaign brings Billy Graham to the very 
doorsteps of Reinhold Niebuhr. This leads to an in- 
teresting question. If Reinhold Niebuhr has not suc- 
ceeded in stirring New York City for Christ, what 
chance has Billy Graham? The issue is not academic. 
It involves the very essence of Christianity. 

Billy Graham defends Christian orthodoxy, while 
Reinhold Niebuhr defends Christian realism. Ortho- 
doxy mediates problems of man and history from the 
perspective of Scripture, while realism mediates prob- 
lems of Scripture from the perspective of man and his- 
tory. This is the difference between these two positions, 
but how does this difference work itself out in practice? 


MODERN MAN’S NEED 


Since Reinhold Niebuhr restricts himself to issues 
arising out of modern life, he enjoys a provisional ad- 
vantage over Billy Graham. Realism subjects theology 
to very severe tests. Unless a doctrine answers to the 
religious and moral needs of twentieth-century man, it 
is cast into the fire and burned. This is one reason why 
young seminarians often find realism intellectually 
more stimulating than orthodoxy. Judged by the con- 
temporaneity and dexterity of realism, orthodoxy seems 
unimaginative and vapid. 


Edward John Carnell holds the Th.D. and Ph.D. degrees from 
Harvard Divinity School and Boston University respectively. 
He is author of The Theology of Reinhold Niebuhr and other 
works, and contributed a chapter on “Niebuhr’s Criteria of 
Verification” to the Niebuhr volume in The Library of Living 
Philosophy. His latest work, Christian Commitment, will soon 
be published by Macmillan. Since 1954 he has been President 
of Fuller Theological Seminary. 





Can Billy Graham Slay the Giant? 


EDWARD JOHN CARNELL 


Reinhold Niebuhr’s theological abilities were verified 
when he delivered the celebrated Gifford Lectures. 
The Lectures called for a critical interaction with issues 
which concern cultured people in an age of great 
anxiety. Reinhold Niebuhr rose to the occasion with 
acceptable skill. He succeeded in challenging human 
pride on every level of life. His finished work The 
Nature and Destiny of Man is now the systematic 
theology of Christian realism. 


PROBLEMS OF RELEVANCE 


It is this prophetic defiance of religious and moral com- 
placency which keeps Reinhold Niebuhr in the fore- 
front of theology. Orthodox theologians often become 
so devoted to hallowed forms that they shrink from 
participating in the modern Christian dialogue. They 
rarely succeed in relating Christianity to the peculiar 
difficulties rising out of contemporary life. Further- 
more, orthodoxy’s reliance on revelation tempts it to 
overlook, if not forthrightly defy, the relative insights 
of science and philosophy. This partly explains why 
orthodox scholarship is often a full generation behind 
the times. It also helps explain why the theological 
leadership has been caught up by Christian realism. 
While orthodoxy is distracted by such questions as 
whether there is any common ground between Calvin- 
ists and Arminians, or whether the Church will be 
raptured before or after the tribulation, Reinhold Nie- 
buhr is quietly constructing a systematic view of sin, 
mercy and the total creative and destructive possibilities 
of man. 

Since he is such an astute observer of human nature, 
Reinhold Niebuhr has developed a rather profound in- 
sight into the polarity tension between law and grace. 
Orthodoxy usually supposes that the law of love is only 
a convenient summary of the Ten Commandments. 
Reinhold Niebuhr scores this as a capital theological 
error. He properly contends that Jesus Christ gave sub- 
stance to ideal human nature by actuating the terms of 
love. Only love can comprehend the self-transcending 
limits of human nature. Reinhold Niebuhr’s insight 
into the essence of love is so broad in scope and so 
exact in detail that the dialectic of law and grace im- 
pinges on every area of human experience. The total 
enterprise of man is simultaneously inspired and judged 
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by the heights of love in Christ Jesus. 

I cheerfully acknowledge a personal indebtedness to 
Reinhold Niebuhr. It was only as I studied Christian 
realism, long after I graduated from seminary, that I 
began to sense the power of pride and pretense in my 
life. Orthodoxy has an easy conscience about its own 
sins because it does not understand the connection be- 
tween Christ’s active obedience and the total creative 
and destructive possibilities of man. 


THE RELEVANCE OF REALISM 


But back to the problem of the New York Campaign. 
Since Billy Graham defends the traditions of orthodoxy, 
it would seem that his prospects of stirring Manhattan 
for Christ are not very good. But this need not neces- 
sarily be the case and for a very convincing reason. 
When the man on the street asks about the plan of 
salvation, he receives very little precise guidance from 
the theology of Reinhold Niebuhr. This, I assert, is the 
grand irony of Christian realism. Reinhold Niebuhr 
can prove that man is a sinner, but man already knows 
this. Reinhold Niebuhr can develop the dialectical 
relation between time and eternity, but this is beyond 
the tether of a dime store clerk or a hod carrier. When 
it comes to the acid test, therefore, realism is not very 
realistic after all. A concrete view of sin converts to an 
abstract view of salvation. And all of this is a direct 
fruit of realism’s decision to mediate problems of Scrip- 
ture from the perspective of man and history. For ex- 
ample, Reinhold Niebuhr does not speak about Christ’s 
literal cross and resurrection at all. He speaks, at most, 
of the “symbols” of the cross and the resurrection. But 
of what value are these symbols to an anxious New 


York cabby? 
THE RELEVANCE OF ORTHODOXY 


Billy Graham has no fear of New York City. Like 
David of old, he confronts his Goliath in the name of 
the Lord God of Israel. His sermons are drawn from 
the clear teachings of Scripture. He deems human 
speculation as flax before the flame. When Billy Gra- 
ham rises to speak, he patterns his words after those of 
the Apostle Paul. “For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received, that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accord- 
ance with the scriptures, and that he amen to 
Cephas, then to the twelve” (I Cor. 15:3-4, R.S.V.). 

Billy Graham may not succeed in relating the bibli- 
cal message to the total life of modern man, but he does 
succeed in telling a sinner how to go to heaven. God 
made a covenant with Abraham, and the blessing of 
this covenant is Christ. “Now the promises were made 
to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, ‘And 
to offsprings,’ referring to many; but, referring to one, 


‘And to your offspring,’ which is Christ” (Gal. 3:16, 
4 . 





R.S.V.). Since God found none with whom he could 
enjoy fellowship, he began a new race of righteous men 
through the resurrection of Christ. Christ invested 
human nature with perfection by living a sinless life. 
He offered up this perfection as a vicarious sacrifice. 


The cross of Christ makes it possible for a holy God to 


receive penitent sinners into fellowship. “It was to 
prove at the present time that he himself is righteous 
and that he justifies him who has faith in Jesus” (Rom. 
3:26, R.S.V.). Here, perhaps, is the clearest line of 
demarcation between orthodoxy and realism—and Billy 
Graham knows it. Orthodoxy ‘teaches that Christ pro- 
pitiated an offended judicial element in the character 
of God. Realism does not. Moreover, orthodoxy con- 
tends that this difference decides the gaining or losing 
of the Christian gospel. 

If a student of theology wants to examine the com 
plex relation between law, grace and human freedom, 
he may find Christian realism more rewarding than 
Christian orthodoxy. After Billy Graham has reviewed 
the plan of salvation, he has very little to add. Billy 
Graham has not been to seminary. He has no criteria 
by which to measure the shades of better and worse in 
the complex systems which vie for the modern mind. 
And his weakness pretty well sums up the weakness of 
orthodoxy itself. Orthodoxy tries to relate Scripture to 
the more technical phases of science and philosophy, 
but its efforts are seldom very profound. Orthodoxy 
does not know enough about modern presuppositions to 
speak with authority. Publishers confront such a pau 
city of first-rate orthodox literature that they must fill 
out their lists by reprinting the works of older apolo- 
gists and divines. 

Let us bear one thing in mind, however. When we say 
that Billy Graham does nothing but make the plan ol 
salvation clear, we intend to pay him a gratifying com- 
pliment. As one studies the Book of Acts, one finds that 
the apostles devoted most of their energies to this same 
task of clarification. Thus, if orthodoxy is naive, so 
were the apostles. What is the work of an evangelist, 
if not to tell sinners how to be saved? Billy Graham 
preaches Christ in such clear and forceful language 
that even a bartender can find his way to the mercy 
seat. This is why the multitudes discover a power in 
Billy Graham which they miss in Reinhold Niebuhr. 
Billy Graham may know little about the inner tech- 
nicalities of theology, but he does rest in the full and 
undoubted persuasion that Christ was delivered for our 
offenses and was raised for our justification. And this 
is the good news that repentant sinners are waiting to 
hear. The common man is weary of theories; he is 
hungry for the gospel; he craves a firm note of author- 
ity. And Billy Graham meets this need. He stands be- 
fore the anxious multitudes and thunders, “Thus saith 
the Lord!” 


Despite its anachronisms and inconsistencies, there- 
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fore, orthodoxy remains a stronghold of biblical Chris- 
tianity. It puts first things first. It preaches that 
“without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness 
of sins” (Hebrews 9:22, R.S.V.). If the church fails to 
tell sinners how to be saved, of what final value is any- 
thing else that is said? 

Realism’s diagnosis of human sickness is profounder 





than that of orthodoxy. No one can safely question this. 
But it so happens that sick people are more anxious to 
get well than they are to learn how sick they are. And 
since this is the case, it may turn out that Manhattan’s 
granite towers will offer little final resistance to the mes- 


sage of Billy Graham. There are no giants in the sight 
of God. END 





Unwwersalism 


G. C. BERKOUWER 


heological problems sometimes have a way of 
rising with urgent contemporaneity without any 
specific way of accounting for them. Many historical 
factors can contribute to their rise; the underlying spirit 
and mentality of a given era can form a point of contact 
with various specific ideas that are thrown out at that 
time. Recent discussions about universalism present a 
theological problem of this sort. The doctrine of uni- 
versalism is also called the doctrine of apokatastasia, 
the restoration of all things and redemption for all men. 
This doctrine is at present high on the agenda of theo- 
logical debate. It is urgent, as always, because it is a 
genuinely existential problem. Since it is concerned 
with all men, it includes us. This is why universalism 
has a Certain compelling quality that touches us all. 
Salvation for all men: this is the thesis of universal- 
ism. One day the bad dream of sin will be over. We 
shall all rise and go back to our father and home. There 
is, to be sure, a powerful resistance to the grace of God 
in the world. There is rebellion and a hardening of 
hearts. But sin’s rebellion shall be done away. This is 
not to suggest that sin and unbelief are not taken seri- 
ously in universalism. It is not to say that according to 
universalism man has not earned God’s judgment. It 
does mean, however, that the grace of God shall 
triumph in the end and break down all resistance. 
Universalism proclaims the glorious victory of divine 
grace, This is the thought that will not down. Though 


ancient forms, such as given by Origen, are rejected, 


G. C. Berkouwer is the peer of evangelical theologians in our 
day. Professor of Systematic Theology at the Free University 
of Amsterdam, he has provided our generation with the most 
extensive theological effort next to Barth’s Church Dogmatics. 
Berkouwer’s Studies in Dogmatics are now in process of trans- 
lation in 18 volumes. In his most recent work, The Triumph 
of Grace in the Theology of Karl Barth, he deals fully with the 
universalistic tendencies of Barth’s theology. 


the main motif continually returns to brace the human 
spirit. Contemplating the final end of the ways of God, 
universalists cannot imagine that there can be any other 


than this good ending for the human drama. 
PALATABLE TO THE HEART 


It is understandable that this doctrine recurrently ex- 
ercises strong influence in theological thought. It is 
palatable to the human heart. For our hearts find it 
hard to take the judgment of God upon human sin with 
complete earnestness. With a kind of universalistic 
optimism, it is considered unthinkable that God’s love 
should not triumph. Dr. J. A. T. Robinson, for ex- 
ample, ended an article which he called “Universalism 
—Is It Heretical?” with these words: “Christ, in Ori- 
gen’s old words, remains on the Cross as long as one 
sinner remains in hell. This is not a speculation: it is 
a statement grounded in the very necessity of God's 
nature. In a universe of love there can be no heaven 
which tolerates a chamber of horrors, no hell for any 
which does not at the same time make it hell for God. 
He cannot endure that—for that would be the final 
mockery of his nature—and he will not” (Scottish Jour- 
nal of Theology, 1949). This statement drew a reply 
from Dr. T. F. Torrance for whom the argument of 
Robinson seemed too simplistic. “Dare we go behind 
Calvary,” asked Torrance, “to argue our way to a con- 
clusion which we could reach by logic, and which 
would make the Cross meaningless?” What, he asks, 
must we think of the Scripture passages “which de- 
clare in no uncertain terms that at the last judgment 
there will be a final division between the children of 
light and the children of darkness?” This is typical of 
the kind of discussion that universalism arouses: it is 
never abstract, but is always charged with emotion, for 
it has to do with the love of God. Is universalism not 
“the very necessity of God’s nature?” asks Robinson. 
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And is it not self-evident and forced upon us? Is God's 
love not almighty and triumphant even over the dark 
rebellion of the human heart? “Its will to lordship is in- 
exhaustible and ultimately unendurable: 
must yield.” 

The discussion of universalism has also been carried 
on in Germany and Switzerland. Wilhelm Michaelis 
wrote a book in 1950 called, Universal Redemption: 
Che Good News of the Grace of God, in which he at- 
tempted to give universalism an exegetical basis. But 
perhaps the weightiest discussion about universalism 
has centered around Karl Barth. Barth has insisted 
many times that he rejects the doctrine of universalism. 
Yet, Emil Brunner has declared that Barth teaches the 
most radical form of universalism that has ever been 
proposed, more far-reaching than that of Origen. This 
is not the place to enter into this discussion, but it is 
enough to remind us how minds are being moved by 


the doctrine of God’s final purpose. 


the sinner 


SIGNIFICANCE OF UNBELIEF 


We will limit ourselves here to one question: the rela- 
tionship between universalism and the preaching of the 
Gospel. This is the urgent question that concerns every 
one who would preach. For what is the significance of 
preaching, granted the truth of universalism? If we can 
reason from the “necessity” of the nature of God to the 
conclusion of the universal triumph of divine love, 
what must we preach? This is the decisive question 
that is asked more and more frequently within the con- 
temporary discussion of universalism. Must we, in 
preaching, inform the people of this “logical” con 
clusion; is this the preaching of the Gospel? According 
to universalism, we are driven to ask, is preaching a 
factual communique instead of an urgent message 
which places aweful responsibility on the hearer and 
calls him to a decision? It is not surprising that certain 
Scripture passages are much in the discussion. For 
example, the word of our Lord in John 3:36, “He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life and he that 
believeth not shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” Thus, the discussion concentrates on 
the character of the Gospel message. 

Universalism does indeed attempt to show that its 
doctrine also has room for a kind of preaching that sets 
men before responsibility, but it is not clear how the 
communique regarding the necessity of God's nature 
leading to universal redemption can bring man to feel 
the need for making an important decision. Is the 
human choice—belief or unbelief—really important in 
universalism, if God in his love actually cannot be any- 
thing else but merciful to all men? 


URGENCY OF DECISION 


lt is natural that there is also a good deal of discussion 
about the teaching of Scripture regarding the future, 
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about the final judgment and the coming of Christ, in 
short about the eschatological message of the Gospel. 
But what was the message of the evangelists of the 
Kingdom of God? Was there not a tension in their 
message, an urgent appeal to a decision, a call to a 
decisive choice? Is there really not the terrible pos- 
sibility of both belief and unbelief according to the 
Bible? Is there not a danger that we draw conclusions 
out of the well of human optimism which are really 
totally different from the original Gospel? When the 
Church rejected the teaching of Origen, it was not 
prompted by a lack of feeling or a failure to appreciate 
the love of God or the power of the Spirit. It only re- 
fused to tone down the command to go into the world 
with the Gospel of the cross and the resurrection, a 
Gospel full of responsibility, calling and pleading. No, 
the Church was not calloused in the regions of its heart. 
Pharisees exclude people because they do not fit into 
their categories of righteousness. But the Church 
preaches a broad Gospel, Christ as a door that is really 
open. It preaches the seriousness of the Gospel whose 
content is the Cross, a stumbling block and an offense. 
This was the seriousness that Simeon saw when, filled 
with the Spirit, he said, “Behold, this child is set for the 
fall and rising again of many in Israel and for a sign 


which shall be spoken against” (Luke 2:34). 
EARNESTNESS OF PREACHING 
Thus, the Church upholds the earnestness of preach- 


ing which demands a decision concerning the “kind- 
ness and love of God our Saviour toward men” (Titus 
3:4). It will not be led to a conclusion that, dislodged 
from the historical cross, proclaims a divine “necessity” 
which is self-evident and which ultimately takes the 
edge of reality away from redemption. The Church is 
not to speculate but to preach. For “how shall they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard; and how 
shall they hear without a preacher?” (Rom. 10:14). 

It is no accident that the discussion about universal- 
ism is concentrated on the preaching of the Gospel. 
For here is where it must appear whether or not the 
Church has understood its command. Its command is 
not to investigate into the secrets of God, not to soften 
the Gospel into a communique informing the world 
that everything is going to come out all right in the end. 
Its command is to let the voice of the Cross resound 
through the world with its summons to faith and re- 
pentance. This is the only “necessity” which is allowed 
in our preaching, the “necessity” which Paul felt when 
he said: “for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is me 
if I preach not the Gospel” (I Cor. 9:16). 

When the Spirit was poured out on all flesh, when 
Peter preached and thousands turned to the light, an 
urgent appeal went out: “And with many other words 
did he testify and exhort, saying, ‘Save yourselves from 
this untoward generation’” (Acts 2:40). END 
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f you care enough to pray, a number of incredible 
| things will happen during Billy Graham’s New York 
Crusade, beginning May 15. 

Here are a number of predictions, based on taking 
God at his word and what he has done in the past— 
not with an idea of trying to go before him: 

Billy Graham will tell more people about Jesus 
Christ during the next six weeks than he has during all 
of his phenomenal ministry, with the exception of the 
worldwide radio program, “Hour of Decision.” 

An estimated 20,000 will be present for each meeting 
in Madison Square Garden. Scores of other meetings, 
will be held daily by various members of the team. The 
demand for seats will grow and result in several stadium 
rallies, boosting the possibility of extending the crusade. 

(London’s Harringay Arena was filled practically 
every night for three months after critics laughed that 
even an orator like Sir Winston Churchill couldn’t fill 
it for two consecutive nights. A crowd of 120,000 at- 
tended the final rally at Wembley Stadium.) 


NATIONWIDE TELECASTS 


Daily radio and television opportunities will take the 
message into hard-to-reach areas of the huge city, often 
referred to as the capital of the world because of the 
United Nations headquarters. Nationwide telecasts 
from Madison Square Garden over the ABC network 
from 8 to 9 p.m. each Saturday night, beginning the 
first week in June, will start with an audience in excess 
of 20 millions. The number of viewers will show such a 
startling growth each week that the “gray flannel suit” 
advertising executives on Madison Avenue, most of 
whom worship comparative rating charts, will rush new 
evaluations on the power of God. 

“Thank God he’s going off the air at 9 o'clock,” mut 
tered an agency vice-president, without any attempt at 
reverence, when informed about the program. His 
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This Can Happen in New York 


GEORGE BURNHAM 


show to sell coffee for another sponsor begins at 9. 
(In 1955, Mr. Graham spoke from Glasgow, Scot 
land, over BBC-TV. The audience was estimated at 
30,000,000—second only in British history to the num- 
ber of viewers for the Coronation telecast. Queen 
Elizabeth and members of the royal family watched the 
service from beginning to end. She was so deeply 
moved that she wrote a letter, inviting him to speak at 
private services in Windsor Castle. In less regal sur- 
roundings, teen-agers passed up parties to hear a 
preacher. Bartenders said men lined their rails and 
watched for an hour without buying a drink) 


RESPONSE TO INVITATION 


2. The number of inquirers who respond to the in- 
vitation at the close of each message, by the grace of 
God, will surpass any campaign to date. 

From New York’s melting pot of 60 nationalities, 
the inquirers will represent every phase of society— 
a name television performer, major league baseball 
player, playboy, prostitute, business executive, criminal, 
housewife, teen-age gang leader, etc. The same mes- 

sage, used by the Holy Spirit, will affect all types. 

Scoffers then will ask the question: “Will it last?” 

Some won't last. All didn’t last when Christ was 
doing the preaching. Part of the seed fell on rocky 
ground and was blown away. Some fell on poor soil and 
failed to take root. But other seed fell on good earth 
and grew. 

Billy Graham, a fun-loving young baseball player, 
made a decision to live for Christ over 20 years ago. 
He has lasted. His buddy, Grady Wilson, was sitting 
in the choir next to him and made the same decision. 
He has lasted. People will stand up around the world, 
look you straight in the eye and testify they have 
lasted. 


REVIVAL IN CHURCHES 


Ministers and church members will be revived. 
Unity and love will spread as they place Christ first 
and denomination second, endeavor to help instead of 
hinder, offer comfort instead of criticism. 

(A minister in Great Britain told Mr. Graham: “You 
are having a serious effect on my ministry. For years | 
have taught in my church that many of the stories in 
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the Bible are myths, but I realize now that I have never 
had any power in my sermons. You stand there on the 
platform night after night and tell these same stories 
as the gospel truth. And I have seen with my own eyes 
the power of God as the people get out of their seats 
and walk to the front... .” The revolution against for- 
malism spread fast among ministers of Britain, most of 
whom had never given a public invitation for people 
to accept Christ. One clergyman gave his first invita- 
tion and was shocked when 25 people walked down the 
aisles. Next day, he sought out the crusade chairman 
and asked, “Now that I’ve got them, what am I going 
to do?” He was advised to, first, start a Bible class; 
second, begin a weekly prayer meeting, and then to in- 
augurate a regular visitation program with the new 
members doing the visiting.) 
(Dr. Marc Boegner, a past president of the World 
Council of Churches and known in his native France 
s “Mr. Protestant,” refused to take any part in the 
five-day Paris campaign. He changed his opinion after 
talking with two former members of his church who 
found Christ at the evangelistic services. At a testi- 
mony meeting a few weeks later, Dr. Boegner rose to 
his feet and declared, “I didn’t take any part in the cam- 
paign, but I’m sorry that I didn’t. I have been shown 
very clearly that the decisions were real and I believe 
they will be lasting. I want to state in public that if 
Dr. Graham returns to Paris for a campaign, I will be 
privileged and happy to support the meetings in any 
way possible.” 


ENCOURAGED CHRISTIANS 


4. The name of Jesus Christ will be for many the 
biggest topic of conversation on the streets, in factories 
and offices and on the dimly-lit night circuit of such 
spots as the Stork Club and Toots Shor’s. 

Not all the conversation, of course, will be favorable. 
But God can use criticism to arouse interest. Sophisti- 
cates already are inventing excuses to explain why they 
are going to attend at least one meeting. The smart, 
bored set, on the spur of the moment, will make up gay 
little parties to visit Madison Square and squeeze 
another laugh out of life. Some will find eternal life. 
The new existence will mean so much they will tell 
their friends about it. CA few name performers already 
are strong boosters of the crusade.) 

With Christ brought out into the open, partly 
through the talk of unbelievers, encouraged Christians 
will rejoice in the new-found freedom to witness for 


Christ. 
THE PRESS SPEAKS 


5. The effect of the campaign will be felt in many 
parts of the world. 
The press and radio will spread the news from Madi- 


son Square Garden to all nations, where thousands 
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have been praying for months. Some of the stories will 
be written by reporters with suddenly-changed per- 
spectives. They will go to the meetings with clever 
journalistic phrases of derision running through their 
heads. Expecting a religious circus of sorts, they will 
be strangely impressed by the sincerity of the effort, 
as Cliff Barrows leads the mammoth choir in old songs 
of the church, as the voice of George Beverly Shea 
comes rolling from a loving heart and as Billy Graham, 
carefully avoiding any emotional tactics, paints a clear 
word picture of man’s need to be born again by the 
Spirit of God. 

Not all the writers will be impressed. A few will 
jeer to the end. But others will toss their false pride 
into a cocked hat to publicly surrender their hearts and 
talents to the Lord. 

(At a press conference in India, Mr. Graham was 
asked to explain about sin, death and eternal life. His 
answers came from the Bible. As reporters were milling 
around the room at the end, one walked up to him, 
stuck out his hand and said, “I want to become a Chris- 
tian.” . . . In the press room at Glasgow, two writers 
were discussing the campaign. “Every night,” one 
voiced, “Graham says Christ died for me.” A puzzled 
expression came over his face. He repeated the words, 
slowly, “Christ died for me.” The Holy Spirit had shot 
home the meaning. He made a public profession. . 
England’s most famous columnist, Cassandra, com- 
plained that Mr. Graham had all the best of it in a 
setting of worship and asked the evangelist to meet him 
on “sinners ground.” They met in a pub. Cassandra 
had beer. Mr. Graham had milk. And they talked. 
Next day in print Cassandra retracted the disparaging 
things he had written, saying, “Sincerity and truth are 


weapons too sharp to oppose”. ) 
COMMUNIST SMEARS 


6. Communists in New York will face the rising 
threat to their godless way of life by smearing Mr. 
Graham in any way possible. 

CIn another city the communist publication said, “We 
are assured that not a penny for Billy comes from the 
churches, ministers or countries that invite him to run 
campaigns. If this is true, then his activity is subsidized 
by the American Wall Street interests. It is one way or 
the other. He is spreading what is really a definite anti- 
Christian and pro-capitalist gospel in the name of Jesus 
Christ.” The communist paper in Germany, after a 
meeting in Berlin, gave a detailed eye-witness account 
of Mr. Graham taking his team to a night club, buying 
liquor by the case and then getting thrown into jail for 
trying to slip out without paying the bill.) 

The communists evidently are unaware that people 
laugh at such “whoppers” instead of believing them. 

7. Opposition will continue to come from small 
extreme groups within the Church. 
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Some of the criticism will fall away as the expected 
blessings of God on the campaign become too evident 
to ignore. The jeers will turn to joy for many as God 
honors the simple preaching of his Holy Word, with- 
out pulled punches. Along with Paul, these people 
will say, “Christ is proclaimed; and in that I rejoice.” 

(Two years ago, when Mr. Graham was preaching in 
Scotland, rumors spread through America that he had 
compromised his hard-hitting Bible sermons in favor 
of a modern social gospel more pleasing to man. Dr. 
John R. Rice, widely-known evangelist and publisher, 
visited Glasgow to see for himself. After hearing several 
sermons, he told this writer, “Thank God for Billy 
Graham and members of his team. He is preaching 
the gospel of Jesus Christ in all its simplicity, authority 
and power—like Dwight L. Moody and Billy Sunday. 
He preaches a plain message leading to a definite point 
—repentance and faith in Christ... . Have you ever 
noticed that when a man runs 15 yards in a (football) 
game, he always seems to have plenty of interference, 
but when he gets loose on a long touchdown run, he 
has to get way out ahead of the interference and some 
of the blockers don’t like to be left behind. 
followed the converts into the counseling room. Billy 
didn’t tell them what church to join, but he told them 
to get into a good church where the Bible was 
preached”. ) 

Mr. Graham has announced on scores of occasions 
that he will preach the same kind of sermon in New 
York. He will go there with no strings attached. 


UNITED IN PRAYER 
8. Most important of all, Jesus Christ will be glorified. 


Members of the evangelistic team secluded them- 
selves in a home recently to spend a weekend 
prayer and meditation. Friday and Saturday were 
spiritual feasts. On Sunday morning they met for de- 
votions. Dr. Ralph Mitchell, who fills an important 
tole as spiritual counsellor, began to speak. His words 
went something like this: 

“The man was burdened for real revival. He recalled 
a sermon illustration he had heard about a Christian 
and a circle. Even though aware that his actions prob- 
ably would seem peculiar, he drew a large circle in the 
kitchen of his home, knelt inside and prayed, ‘Oh, God, 
send a revival to our city and let it start in me.’ He 
spent hours there pleading with God. His wife had 
seen him pray many times, but didn’t quite know what 
to think when she came home and found him kneeling 
in the circle. After he explained, she said, ‘You have 
room in there for me.’ They prayed together. Later, 
their daughter arrived and asked what was happening. 
She listened quietly before saying, ‘There is enough 
space left for me.’ 

“They prayed for revival, with each asking, ‘Let it 


in me.’ 





“From the prayers of this united family came the 
beginning of a great revival in that city. 

Dr. Mitchell paused for a moment, then continued: 

“In my mind’s eye, I am going to draw a circle here 
on the floor.” 

He dropped to his knees and prayed, “Oh, God, send 
a revival to New York and let it begin in me.” 

Billy Graham was sitting at the back of the room. He 
rushed to the front and fell on his face before God. 
Nineteen persons were present. Within seconds, all 
were kneeling in the unseen circle, with each pleading, 
“Oh, God, send a revival and let it begin in me.” 


A BROKEN HEART 


It was an unforgettable Members of the 
most publicized team in the history of evangelism 
prayed, wept and confessed. 

Mr. Graham, visibly affected, spoke for a few mo 
ments before the closing: 


moment. 


“You men know that I am not very emotional, but 
while we are here I want to confess that as late as one 
month ago my heart had grown cold. I didn’t have 
the passion and love that I should have had for the 
souls in New York. I don’t know why. Maybe some of 
the criticism centered around the campaign got into 
my heart unawares and brought on the coldness. On 
a mountaintop in North Carolina, alone before God 
and deeply troubled, I told him that I couldn’t go to 
New York without tears for the lost and love for all 
people. In my prayers I asked the Lord to break my 
heart—no matter how awful the consequences might 
be, no matter how dear the loss. 

“A week later God answered my prayers. He broke 
my heart and filled it with compassion, without making 
me go through the pain of a close personal loss.” 

‘Then are the men who are going to New York for 
a crusade which can, under God, be the most signifi 
cant and far-reaching event within Protestantism in 
our generation. 


DEPENDENT UPON GOD 


The men are talented and superbly trained, but they 
will go, in their own words, totally dependent upon 
God. 

Mr. Graham will give all the praise and honor and 
glory, without hesitation and before any group, to Jesus 
Christ. Better than anyone else, he knows that the 
organization and publicity will amount to nothing un- 
less the power of God falls. A warning ever before him 
will be, “It is not by might nor by power, but by my 
spirit, saith the Lord,” and, “My glory I will not share 
with another.” 

Greater things than the few listed here can happen 
in New York. 

They will happen . . . if you care enough to pray— 


without ceasing! END 
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oe: has become an urban nation. This 
change, from rural to urban dominance, has 
proceeded with ever-quickening pace through the last 
century. In 1850, the population of the United States 
was only 15.3% urban; by 1920 the figure had jumped 
to 51.2%. In 1950 it was 64%, and today it is approxi- 
mately 67%. 

Virtually saturated cities are now bulging into their 
suburbs. For example, Chicago’s population in 81 
suburbs increased 35% in five years following the 
1950 census. The United States not only has five 
cities of over a million population, and 14 metropolitan 
areas of over a million each, but it contains 103 cities 
of between 100,000 and 1,000,000 inhabitants; 127 
of between 50,000 and 100,000: 
25,000 and 50,000. 


266 of between 


GOD’S CONCERN FOR BIG CITIES 


If our nation is to be evangelized, we must reach 
these urban areas. We dare not neglect the metropoli- 
tan masses. In Jonah’s day Jehovah was concerned 
over Nineveh, “that great city wherein are more than 
six-score thousands [120, 000] persons that cannot 
discern between their right hand and their left hand 
and also much cattle” (Jonah 4:11). Jesus had com- 
passion for Jerusalem: “And when he was come near, 
he beheld the city and wept over it” (Luke 19:41). 
The major item in Paul's first-century evangelistic 
strategy was to evangelize the important city centers 
and to plant churches there before moving on. 
Difficulties rise mountain-high in the path of an 
urban program of reaching the lost. The mobility of 
city dwellers makes them hard to find, hard to reach 
and hard to hold. People find it easy to isolate them- 
selves and to dodge religious responsibility when they 
live in the city. The sense of loneliness, the constant 
tension and the discouraging frustration of city life 
cause many to plunge deeply into worldly amusements, 
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drinking, gambling, immorality and even drug addic 
tion. Thus, they easily become Gospel-hardened slaves 
of Satan. 


OBSTACLES REQUIRE MULTIPLE EFFORT 


City life is so complex with its variety of racial groups 
and social strata that any single thrust is hardly enough. 
Moreover, our cities are beset with false cults and 
inadequate religions that oversow the field with tares 
to offset the evangelistic approach. Roman Catholicism 
is strong in our major cities. The 1956 official Catholic 
directory claims 1,899,357 Catholics for the Chicago 
area; 1,490,229 for Boston; 1,458,240 for New York: 
1,325,740 for Philadelphia; 1,179,469 for Newark: 
1,125,000 for Detroit, and 1,075,000 for Los Angeles. 

While we cannot hope to win a large city 100% to 
Christ and evangelical allegiance, yet the writer be 
lieves that it is possible so to saturate a city with 
Christian witnesses and to make such a Gospel impact 
that every normal individual will be challenged and 
the city evangelized. 

How can we do it? The writer does not suggest 
adding more agencies but rather revitalizing and em- 
powering those we have. The breath of God in mighty 
revival across our land would do it! But while we 
pray, wait and work for that, we must do all we can 
to reach the city multitudes on their way to hell. 
Not more man-made machinery but more Holy Spirit 
power is the need. 

For convenience, we can examine all existing evan 
gelistic efforts in our cities under four headings. 


THE LOCAL CHURCH THRUST 


Evangelism is the primary responsibility of every evan 
gelical congregation. Every local church must work 
to carry out the Great Commission (Matt. 28:18-20). 
There were 273,508 Protestant churches in the United 
States in 1950, enough to evangelize each city quickly 
and thoroughly—if God’s people would launch out 
earnestly and sacrificially to do it. 

Most local churches lack a view to aggressive evan- 
gelism. Each church should have an evangelistic com- 
mittee of three, five, seven or nine burdened Christians 
who are not loaded with other duties. This committee 
should study the church’s past evangelistic record, 










© 





May 13, 1957 





CHRISTIANITY TODAY 









what it is doing now, what its evangelistic responsi- 
bilities are and how other churches are doing the job. 
With this information, the committee can make intel- 
ligent and effective recommendations to the church 
and all its organizations for bigger and better evan- 
gelism. 


EVANGELISTIC TASK FORCE 


The evangelistic committee should see that the church 
has an efficient and growing prospect list; that Sunday 
services are geared to evangelism; that the Sunday 
School faces its evangelistic opportunities; that a per- 
manent program of lay evangelistic calling is in oper- 
ation and that the prayer power of the church supports 
its evangelistic program. This committee should retain 
every possible means of soul-winning—radio, clubs for 
boys and girls, the vacation Bible school and summer 
camping. Christian literature should be widely dis- 
tributed. The use of church buses, deputation teams 
and outdoor meetings could be emphasized. Advertis- 
ing, family worship programs and extension work in 
new housing areas, hospitals, jails and institutions are 
of vital importance. Occasional evangelistic campaigns 
in the home church produce inspirational results. 

If every local church, depending on its size, would 
attempt to evangelize faithfully every person within a 
radius of one-fourth mile to one mile from its walls, the 
territory in every city would be covered. 


THE DENOMINATIONAL THRUST 


The major Protestant denominations have a history, a 
size, a standing, an organization and an over-all bulk 
that cannot be discounted when it comes to evangelistic 
impact. By marshalling the strength of its member 
churches a denomination can accomplish evangelistic 
teats virtually impossible otherwise. 

The major Baptist groups of the United States are 
planning a joint evangelistic effort to begin in 1959 and 
to run for five years, the climax to be reached in 1964 
with the 150th anniversary of organized Baptist life in 
this country. If these Baptist groups could actually 
get together for such an effort, backing it with all-out 
praying, preaching, personal witnessing, advertising 
and organizing, we might see the United States swing 
into the Baptist column numerically. And what Bap- 
tists could do, any other major denomination might do. 

The larger denominations have departments of city 
church work which do significant work wrestling with 
city church problems, particularly that of city evangel- 
ism. Denominations are able to foster new churches in 
our mushrooming suburban areas better than any other 
agency, but they should be doing more. 


NEGLECTED DOWNTOWN CHURCHES 


Upon denominations largely rests the problem of aiding 
and encouraging struggling inner city churches saddled 








with huge buildings and declining memberships. Often 
these old inner city churches are in the midst of more 
people and greater needs than ever before, and without 
their evangelistic ministry paganism closes in on a big 
mass of people. 

Many of the social service ministries with indirect 
evangelistic influence must look to the denominations 
for support. Among these are settlement houses, work 
among foreign groups, student projects, and chaplain- 
cies in public institutions. 

Roman Catholics specialize in hospitals in our cities. 
We need more hospitals under the sponsorship of 
evangelical denominations. Southern Baptists have 
done a good work through hospitals in the larger south- 
ern cities. But we know of only one local church (First 
Baptist in Evansville, Illinois) able to own and operate 
its own hospital. Christian hospitals condition their 
patients for the evangelistic approach. 

Denominational radio and television programs are 
able to reach many city dwellers with the Gospel. An 
independent Gospel broadcaster needs a long time to 
buildup the respectful and responsive listening audi- 
ence that a denomination has to start with. Lutherans, 
Southern Baptists, Free Methodists, Mennonites and a 
few others are doing a good job in the broadcasting 
field. 

When we remember that about 90% of Protestant 
church members in America belong to just eight or ten 
leading denominations, we can understand what evan- 
gelistic impact these denominations might have, both 
on urban and rural areas, if they all threw their whole 
weight into evangelism and missions. 


THE INTERDENOMINATIONAL THRUST 


When denominations keep on an evangelical and evan- 
gelistic footing, they can make a tremendous impact by 
cooperative effort. The National Council of Churches 
of Christ in America is the cooperative agency of about 
30 Protestant denominations. While its theology may 
not be as biblical and evangelical as we wish, yet we 
must recognize that it does have a department of evan- 
gelism which prints literature, maintains radio and TV 
programs and supports certain types of mass evangelism. 
Affiliated with the National Council are local councils 
of churches in practically every American city. It is en- 
couraging to note that these local councils or federations 
have been backing the Billy Graham campaigns. 

If evangelicals, without compromise of theology or 
conscience, could make their weight felt and voices 
heard for evangelism in local church councils, a great 
deal more might be done toward evangelizing our cities. 
Often the National Council affiliate is the only organ- 
ized interdenominational channel through which we 
may evangelize. 

The National Association of Evangelicals is another 
interdenominational organization, conservative in theol- 
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ogy and evangelistic in spirit. Among the smaller Prot- 
estant communions it has done and is doing a fine work 
for evangelism, missions and other interdenominational 
projects. 

In addition, the American Bible Society is an inter- 
denominational organization deserving the support of 
all evangelicals. It accomplishes the basic evangelistic 
task of putting the printed Word of God into the hands 
of the people. During 1955 it distributed 14,918,343 
volumes of the Scriptures in the United States and 
abroad. Since its founding in 1816, it has made avail- 
able nearly one-half billion copies of the Scriptures. 
Many city people do not possess a Bible. A good evan- 
gelistic activity would be to put a Bible or New Testa- 
ment into the hands of every person who would prom- 
ise to read it. 

Evangelicals might well give thought to the Young 
Men’s Christian Association. This interdenominational 
organization was originally evangelical and evangelistic. 
Its facilities in most cities may still be used by evan- 
gelistic organizations and some of its staff members are 
evangelical Christians. If we could somehow reclaim 
and redeem every local “Y” for Christ and evangelism, 
we would do much to reach the boys and men of our 
cities. 


THE INDEPENDENT THRUST 


We include in this category all organizations, groups 
and individuals operating without specific denomina- 
tional backing but supported by Christians from many 
denominations. Our century has produced a multitude 
of independents in the field of city evangelism. If older 
denominations had remained true to the Bible and to 
their original doctrines, perhaps most of the independ- 
ents never would have arisen. But they are here and 
are doing a big work. 

The Bible institute movement belongs to the last 75 
years. Every major city in the United States has one or 
more Bible institutes, and nearly all of them are inde- 
pendent. The total weight of these schools is on the 
side of grass roots evangelism in the streets, hospitals, 
jails, factories, missions and churches of our American 
Every student is trained to be a personal evan- 
gelist and a supporter of every sound evangelistic cause. 
Where American Christianity would be today without 
the influence of the Bible institutes, it is hard to say. 

The rescue mission movement seeks to reach the in- 
habitants of skid row. Every city has one or more rescue 
missions to reach these socially disinherited people. 


cities. 


Chicago alone has some 25 rescue missions. All could 
use more financial support, and if to the staff of each 
mission could be added a Christian doctor, a Christian 
psychiatrist and a Christian social worker, its power to 
reach and hold more men and women would be evident. 

The Gideons, a traveling men’s organization, seek to 
put the Bible into the hotels, motels, hospitals and 





schools. These Christian men are nearly all personal 
soul-winners. They have done a splendid work. 

The Christian Business Men’s Committee Interna- 
tional has its group of organized laymen in every city 
of any significant size in our land, with many branches 
abroad. The big burden of CBMCT is to win fellow 
business men for Christ. This they do through break. 
fasts, dinners, evangelistic meetings, service men’s cen- 
ters, distribution of tracts and Gospels and personal 
evangelism. 

Youth for Christ has enjoyed the blessing of God in 
its evangelistic emphasis. Some of our leading evangel 
ists got their start in Youth for Christ, and thousands 
of young people have not only been saved through this 
organization but have dedicated their lives to full-time 
Christian service. The Hi-C clubs affiliated with Youth 
for Christ have some 2,000 Bible study clubs in high 
schools across the country, reaching about 25% of our 
high schools. Hi-C alone reports some 23,000 high 
school youth won for Christ last year. 


PRESS AND RADIO MEDIA 


The independent tract publishers such as American 
Tract Society, the Good News Publishing Company 
and Moody Press are doing a needed operation in fur- 
nishing and distributing evangelistic tracts. 

Independent gospel broadcasters, such as Charles E. 
Fuller, have large listening audiences, and many are 
turned to Christ both in the cities and country areas. 
No better means of reaching a total city population has 
ever been found than broadcasting. Chicago will cer- 
tainly be under heavier judgment than ancient Chora- 
zin and Bethsaida (Matt. 11:21) if it rejects the Son 
of God, after having Moody Institute’s WMBI broad- 
casting the Gospel to it every day for over 25 years. 

The Child Evangelism Fellowship seeks to win the 
children not otherwise being reached for Christ. Chris- 
tian women open their own homes and invite in the 
neighboring children to sing choruses, learn Scripture 
passages and hear simple gospel messages. This organ- 
ization has world-wide scope. 

Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship endeavors to 
reach the students on college campuses for Bible study, 
Christian fellowship and evangelistic projects. 


FUTURE PROSPECT FOR EVANGELISM 


What more can we say? Time and space prohibit a dis 
cussion of the many additional aids to evangelism today 
—the independent evangelists, evangelistic bands, per- 
sonal workers groups, Christian publishers, radio sta- 
tions, churches, tabernacles, gospel halls and Salvation 
Army citadels, all trying to win the lost in our cities to 
Christ. 

How can we do the job better? More spiritual power 
is the big need! Let all in these four classifications re- 
pent of liberalism, unbelief, (Continued on page 25) 
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ne of the heartening signs in Christianity today 
6 is the resurgence of Bible study in many quar- 
ters. Of greatest significance, the Bible is increasingly 
coming to the fore in the training of Christian minis- 
ters and in the program of local churches. 
Though thankful to God for this progress, we would 
be unrealistic not to recognize two outstanding short- 
comings of Bible study today. 


FAILURES IN BIBLE STUDY 


The first is that this renewed emphasis on Bible study 
is not as widespread as it needs to be if the Christian 
church is to be revitalized and equipped for its crucial 
mission to our needy world. Many preparing for Chris- 
tian work are still not being trained for a Bible- 
oriented ministry. And the rate of “Bible literacy” 
among the laity is still relatively low. 

A second shortcoming has to do with the fact that 
the way in which the Bible is studied has a great bear- 
ing on the value of such study. As a result, our lack 
of concern about study methods or our espousal of 
unsound methods may make some Bible study less 
beneficial than it should be or may even result in 
study that is more detrimental than uplifting. 


DOCTRINE AND PRACTICE 


One underlying cause of these shortcomings is of 
special significance to those who have a high regard 
for the Scriptures. It is the fact that we have often 
not put into actual practice the theory we profess to 
accept, that the Bible is the final authority for faith 
and conduct. We have not been sufficiently aware that 
it is possible to hold to a strict doctrine of Scriptural 
inspiration and authority and at the same time neglect 
to give the Bible the vital place in church and personal 
life that such a high view requires. 

This discrepancy between doctrine and practice 
poses an especially subtle threat, because we often 
succumb to it with the best of intentions and without 


Robert A. Traina is Associate Professor of English Bible at 
The Biblical Seminary, New York City. He holds the B.A. 
degree from Seattle Pacific College and the S.T.B. and S.T.M. 
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malice aforethought. This schism can often be traced 
to our acceptance of a creed or confession apart from 
an open-minded study of biblical evidence. The creed 
or confession then becomes our final authority, our 
doctrine of Scripture notwithstanding. As a result, 
the study of the Bible becomes dispensable, and it is 
therefore dispensed with, or if Bible study is attempted 
at all, it becomes an exercise in finding biblical support 
for a position already accepted. For instance, a minister 
once warned that he did not want anyone who came 
to his church to teach any doctrine that conflicted with 
his denomination’s position, even if it were found 
in the Bible. Not very many ministers, of course, are 
willing to make such a statement, but some may think 
the same though not choosing to express it in so many 
words. Again, in studying the Bible with a group, one 
often finds resistance to changing of convictions pre- 
viously held. Even before the biblical evidence is 
examined, some will take the position that anything 
which deviates from their present beliefs cannot pos- 
sibly be sound. Some fear that if they examine the 
Bible with an open mind, they may have to change 
their views. One student, for example, when queried 
as to why he did not do his assignments, admitted that 
he was afraid that he might find something in the 
Scriptures which contravened his doctrinal position. 
Then there are those who declare a certain theological 
point of view, but are unable to give the biblical data 
from which their point of view is derived. In fact, a 
leading official of a certain denomination, when ques- 
tioned about the scriptural grounds for his group’s 
unique emphasis, freely admitted that he was not con- 
versant with them. And yet in each of these cases, 
if the question had been asked whether the individual 
concerned accepted the Bible as the final authority for 


faith and practice, the answer would have been in the 
affirmative. 


RETURN TO BIBLE STUDY 


What then should be done in order that we may realize 
in practice the commonly accepted view of biblical 
authority? Of first importance is a more general return 
to the study of the Scriptures themselves. And that 
study must be carried on with the proper attitude and 
purpose. For if the Bible is to be genuinely authorita- 
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tive, it must be allowed to speak freely without the 
Bible study 
needs to be approached with a sincere willingness to 
find the evidence, whatever it may be, and to come 
to whatever conclusions the evidence justifies, whether 
they accord with our confessions or not. Our first con- 
cern should be, “What is justified by the biblical evi- 
“How can I find support for my point 
With fearless and bold spirits we must 
venture forth in faith, like Abraham, not knowing be- 
forehand the doctrinal land to which we are going. 


THE INDUCTIVE SPIRIT 


imposition of our prejudices upon it. 


dence?” not, 
of view?” 


Chis willingness to examine biblical evidence carefully 
and to make valid deductions from the data found, 
whatever these deductions may mean for changing 
our doctrines and lives, may be called the inductive 
spirit. Such a spirit is the very essence of sound Bible 
study. 

It is not to be inferred, however, that perfect ob- 
jectivity is a practical possibility. Gamaliel Bradford 
was right when he observed, “There are simply those 
who think they are impartial and those who know 
they are not.” But such a realistic acknowledgment 
should not deter us from making impartiality our goal. 
Indeed, it should be the prelude to a valiant effort to 
be as open-minded as, with God's help, we can be. 
And though the practice of perfect induction is beyond 
our reach, our grasp for it should be marked by whole. 
hearted devotion to the ideal of biblical authority. 

Without such devotion to the Scriptures, one may 
easily abuse a concept of authority based on his own 
examination of biblical evidence. In fact, one reason 
for giving a focal place to confessions is to avoid the 
danger that an unbridled individualism may masquer- 
ade under the guise of induction. it should 
also be realized that a position based primarily on the 


I lowever, 


fear of the abuse of another position is not on sure 
ground. For to negate points of view because they are 
susceptible of abuse would be to negate all truth, 
Furthermore, the de- 
termination of truth by ecclesiastical majority carries 


since no truth is beyond abuse. 


The Romanism 
against which Luther protested represented such abuse. 
Thus, 


with it even more disastrous abuse. 


in view of our limitations as men, we may find 


it wise to accept the Reformation principle that each 
individual is to study the Scriptures for himself and 
to draw the conclusions which he judges to be valid 
under the guidance of the Spirit. 

To do so is not to deride the value of historic 


creeds. In fact, because they have gained such a 
widespread following and because they have survival 
value, they need to be considered an important part 
of the data for interpreting Scripture. But creeds must 
never be elevated to the place of final authority, lest 


they replace the Bible. Rather, they should be brought 
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constantly under the judgment of the Scripture. 
Sound Bible study, then, has as its point of departure 
and as its prevailing attitude the spirit of induction. 
But it must involve more, for spirits need embodiment 
and implementation. No matter how well-intentioned 
we may be, it is possible to negate in the area of tech- 
niques what we affirm in the area of principles. Thus, 
a methodology is needed to express the inductive spirit. 


MARKS OF A SOUND METHOD 


Such a methodology should involve, first, the work- 
ing out of definite ‘study procedures so that men from 
all walks of life may be enabled to examine biblical 
evidence for themselves and to draw sound conclusions. 
To accomplish this task we need to translate our topical 
approach to hermeneutics into a psychological ap- 
proach, which relates the laws of explanation to the 
study experience of people of varying capacities. 

In so doing we need to recognize the primacy of the 
firsthand study of biblical text. For the moment some 
other text is made primary, it tends to become authori- 
tative. It does not follow that commentary helps should 
be shunned. They are valid in the study process, but 
only as they are secondary to the Bible itself. 

Attention should also be given to enabling individ- 
uals to make sound applications of biblical truths to 
present-day life. The necessity for such training may 
be underscored by conducting an experiment with a 
Bible study group. All one needs to do is to have 
the group agree on the meaning of a scriptural state- 
ment, and then to let individual members suggest its 
relevance for life. In many cases applications will be 
offered that are not only contradictory but at times 
bizarre and even shocking. 

We have outlined briefly a task which, 
ways, is ideal and beyond achievement: to develop 
with Christians in all walks of life an inductive spirit 
and a Bible study procedure in harmony with such a 
spirit. But much can be done, and even an approximat 
ing these goals will bring impressive compensations. 


in some 


ANTICIPATED RESULTS 


One result will be a movement toward a sounder 
theology because it will be more biblically based. For 
even if certain man-made confessions were infallible, 
the need still remains to interpret them. And it is 
often more difficult to make valid interpretations of 
abstract creeds than it is to understand correctly the 
concrete, historical revelation embodied in Scripture. 

Another salutary effect of inductive Bible study 
will be a more vital Christian faith. We come into a 
closer relationship with the Spirit who underlies the 
record and who uses the record when we have firsthand 
experience with the record itself. For the words of our 
Lord are spirit and they are life. The Bible nourishes 


and revives the human spirit in a way that statements 
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about the Bible can never do. 

The result of an intense personal faith will be a 
witness given with assurance and with enthusiasm. 
One who has gone to the source itself testifies to what 
he has seen and heard, and his testimony will carry 
the authority and the contagion that cannot be gen- 
erated by secondhand experience. 

The ultimate outcome of the resurgence of genuine 
Bible study will be the greater realization of the oneness 
of the Church for which our Lord so fervently prayed. 
The true spirit of ecumenicity will be realized when 
we gather in one accord to find the biblical message 








and to experience biblical faith. In so doing we will 
come to understand the complex problems involved in 
interpreting and applying Scripture. And even though 
we may differ from our brothers in some of our con- 
clusions, we will gain a sympathetic understanding of 
their views. But, more important, we will find a 
great body of fundamental biblical verities to which 
we can give common and wholehearted allegiance. 
When this happens, the world will believe that our 
Lord was sent by the Father, and that the Father has 
loved those who are in the world as he loved his own 
Son. END 





he term “Christianity” designates that stage in the 

unfolding of God’s redemptive purpose which be- 

gan with the advent of the Son of God in the flesh. 

We are prone, however, to overlook the fact that 

Christianity never existed apart from the inscripturated 

Word of God. When Christianity originated, this 
Word was embodied in the Old Testament. 


JESUS AND SCRIPTURE 
For Jesus the Word of God was that which was written, 


and for him that which was written was infallible. It is 
not irrelevant to appeal in this connection to such 
well-known texts as: “The scripture cannot be broken” 
(John 10:35) and “Till heaven and earth pass away, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass away from the 
law, till all things be accomplished” (Matt. 5:18). 
These texts expressly affirm the indestructible charac- 
ter of what was written. 

Besides such express assertions indicating our Lord’s 
attitude to Scripture, copious additional evidence shows 
that for him Scripture merited and constrained abso- 
lute reliance. There is something desperate about the 
supposition that in reference to Scripture Jesus accom- 
modated himself to current Jewish conviction. It is 
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Christ and the S criptures 
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impossible to adjust the total attitude to Scripture re- 
flected in the Gospel records to any such view of 
accommodation. 


THE MOUTH OF GOD 


During the temptation in the wilderness, our Lord was 
in deathly encounter with the archenemy. Satan’s 
assaults were aimed to defeat the very purpose for which 
the Son of God came into the world. Only the verity 
and finality of an infallible Word could have provided 
the wherewithal to resist temptations that themselves 
had been buttressed by Scripture misused. “Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). And 
when Jesus quotes two other words from the Old Tes- 
tament the only possible interpretation is that he relied 
upon these words because he recognized that they pro- 
ceeded out of the mouth of God. That is Jesus’ concept 
of what was written; that is the definition of Scripture 
which alone explains the confidence of Jesus’ appeal 
to it. Scripture is God-breathed. 


NO RETREAT FROM SCRIPTURE 


On another occasion Jesus appealed to what was writ- 
ten: “The Son of man goeth even as it is written of 
him: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man 
is betrayed” (Matt. 26:24; cf. Mark 14:21; Luke 
22:22). Jesus was face to face with the indescribable 
ordeal of agony that lay before him and with the tragedy 
of Judas’ betrayal. Our Lord could contemplate neither 
without agony of spirit. When he says, “The Son of 
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man goeth,” he is thinking of the abyss of woe about 
which he was later to pray, “O my Father, if it be pos- 
sible, let this cup pass from me” (Matt. 26:39). And 
with respect to Judas it was the outcome of irreparable 
woe that engaged our Lord’s thought. These were 
circumstances that called for an immovable foundation 
on which to rest his feet. Can we escape the signifi- 
cance of the word, “as it is written”? If we have any 
sensitivity to the demands placed upon our Lord in this 
situation, we can tolerate only one thesis, that of 
what was written there was no gainsaying and from it 
there was no retreat. In what was written Jesus de- 
ciphered God’s determinate counsel and the certainty 
of its accomplishment. Nothing less than the intrinsic 
certitude of the written Word is engraven on this 
appeal to Scripture. 


THE SPOKEN WORD OF JESUS 


If we think of Christianity as the movement associated 
with the life and ministry of Jesus in the days of his 
flesh, centered, of course, in Jesus himself but exem- 
plified in the company of disciples whom Jesus had 
chosen, we must recognize that it never existed apart 
from another infallible word. It is not in this instance 
the inscripturated word but the spoken word of the 
Word incarnate. 

That Jesus was infallible in all that he spoke and 
taught is the indispensable premise of all Christian 
thought. To put it negatively, the supposition that he 
was fallible in any word he spoke is a suggestion from 
which the Christian must instantaneously recoil. In- 
fallibility is the correlate of his being God with us. 
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall 
not pass away” (Matt. 24:35). 

If it be objected that Jesus was also human, and 
that fallibility inheres in the limitations which be- 
long to human nature, then we have made the mistake 
of equating limitation with fallibility and partial knowl- 
edge with error. It is true that Jesus was also human, 
and that in respect of his human knowledge he was not 
omniscient any more than was his human nature infi- 
nite. 

But in order to know truly and to speak truly it is 
not necessary to know everything. Our Lord was per- 
fect in his human nature and lap was therefore perfect 
in his human knowledge as in his human will, though 
infinite in neither. Besides, when Jesus said that his 
words would not pass away, he uttered these words in 
human nature and it would be impossible to regard the 
claims he made for himself and for his words as not 
applying to that human nature in which he manifested 
himself. When Jesus claimed to be “the truth,” it was 
of his divine-human self in the unity and integrity of 
his person that he spoke. 

We have thus two respects in which infallible word 
determined, conditioned, and directed Christianity 
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from its inception. Christianity never existed apart 
from these two norms and sources of infallible revela- 
tion. It is futile to maintain that Christianity can be ab- 
stracted from inspiration. For inspiration means simply 
God-breathed word. And if the testimony of Jesus is our 
norm, Old Testament Scripture “proceeds out of the 
mouth of God,” and his own words are as irrefragable 
as the Scripture itself. 

It would be necessary to pursue this same line of 
evidence as it applies to Christianity after the ascen- 
sion of our Lord. Suffice it to say that the promises of 
Jesus, particularly the promise of the Holy Spirit, and 
his appointment of the apostles as his authoritative 
witnesses are the guarantees that when Jesus ascended 
on high Christianity was not deprived of that authori- 
tative and infallible word required by, and appropriate 
to, that stage in the unfolding of God’s redemptive pur- 
pose which was signalized by the session of Jesus at 
God’s right hand and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost—an infallible word embodied for the 
church in due time in the documents of the New Tes- 
tament. 


INSPIRATION AS VERBAL 


It is a strange phenomenon, therefore, that the doc- 
trine of the infallibility of Scripture should evoke so 
much opposition within evangelical Christianity. Such 
opposition fails to reckon with the facts of Jesus’ own 
witness as well as with the facts of the origin and the 
early history of Christianity. And it is likewise strange 
that the term “verbal inspiration” should evoke so 
much dissent, if not scorn. When we speak of the in- 
spiration of Scripture, we refer to Scripture as written; 
otherwise we should not be speaking of Scripture. 
But there is no Scripture without words, and, if we are 
to speak of the inspiration of Scripture at all, we can- 
not dispense with the inspiration of words. B. B. War- 
field has written: “The Church . . . has held from the 
beginning that the Bible is the Word of God in such a 
sense that its words, though written by men and bearing 
indelibly impressed upon them the marks of their hu- 
man origin, were written, nevertheless, under such an 
influence of the Holy Ghost as to be also the words of 
God, the adequate expression of his mind and will. It 
has always recognized that this conception of co-author- 
ship implies that the Spirit's superintendence extends 
to the choice of the words by the human authors (ver- 
bal inspiration), and preserves its product from every- 
thing inconsistent with a divine authorship . . . (Revela- 
tion and Inspiration, New York, 1927, p. 173). Or 
if we are thinking of revelation in word—revelatory 
word—we cannot think of revelation nor of the inspira- 
tion that guarantees the veracity and supplies the con- 
tent of that revelation apart from words. Furthermore, 
inspiration is organic and must never be conceived of 
apart from the redemption that is the central theme of 
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the Bible. Inscripturation is the guarantee of the verac- 
ity, divinity, and authority of the redemptive revela- 
tion that the Scripture embodies. The guarantee of these 
qualities is verbal inspiration. And it is quite untenable 
to attempt to abstract what has been called “spiritual 
truth” from historical truth. Redemption i is intrinsically 
historical, and the historical is, therefore, profoundly 
“spiritual.” 

No word of our Lord offers more evidence of the 
esteem with which he regarded the Old Testament than 
that quoted above: “One jot or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass away from the law, till all things be accom- 
plished” (Matt. 5:18). It shows that he posited for 
the minutiae of the law an inspiration that guaranteed 
their divine character and veracity. We are not to sup- 
pose that Jesus is speaking of these details in them- 
selves apart from the words and clauses and sentences 
in which they appear. He is not speaking of jot and 
tittle in abstraction for the simple reason that what rep- 
resents a jot is no longer a jot if it exists in abstraction. 
Jesus is thinking of jot or tittle in construction and 
combination with relevant words, clauses, and sen- 
tences. In these relations they have the greatest signifi- 





cance, for to change one jot changes the meaning of the 
whole. And inspiration, of course, extends to the jots 
and tittles because it extends to the combinations of 
which they are integral elements. It is easy to see the 
force of what Jesus said. If there is inspiration at all, it 
must take care of the smallest details that are indispen 
sable to the conveyance of the truth enunciated. Like 
wise, when we speak of verbal inspiration, we are not 
thinking of the words in abstraction and independence. 
Such words are not inspired because they do not exist in 
the Scripture. But words in relevant relationship must 
be inspired if that in which they have relevance is 
inspired. Inspiration must extend to the words if it ex 
tends to the truth which the words in construction and 
combination convey. It is impossible, therefore, to 
think of inspiration without verbal inspiration. 

To predicate verbal inspiration and infallibility of the 
Scripture is the same as to speak of its inerrancy. 
Something cannot be infallible if it contains errors of 
judgment or representation. We see, therefore, that the 
concept implicit in our Lord’s use of Scripture and in 
his express estimate of it is that Scripture is the inerrant 


Word of God. END 
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Life After Death 
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story—to be a good story—builds up to a climax 
A and a conclusion. Every paragraph contributes— 
or fails to contribute—to the final unveiling. Further- 
more, we almost instinctively insist that, ultimately, 
the good must win and the evil lose. Cynics call 
this unreal, but actually it is a sound insight into the 
human heart; for that is the way God made life really 


to be. 
LIFE MOVES TO A CLIMAX 


Our lives are like a story. They move on out toward 
the end for which they were appointed from the foun- 
dation of the world. It is the unveiling of the glorious 


conclusion God has prepared for His children and for 


Vernon S. Broyles Jr. is minister of North Avenue Presby- 
terian Church in Atlanta, Georgia. A native of Tennessee, he 
holds the A.B. degree from Davidson College, which conferred 
the D.D. in 1946. He also holds the B.D., Th.M. and Th.D. 
degrees from Union Theological Seminary in Virginia. From 
1950 to 1954 he served as executive secretary of the Board of 
Church Extension for the Presbyterian Church U. S. 


BROYLES, JR. 





His world that gives God’s Word its power over the 
hearts of men. This conclusion for our lives is vividly 
pictured in these words: “But as it is written, Eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him” (I Cor. 2:9). 

This conclusion, this glorious future, casts its light 
over our every thought and act in this earthly existence. 
As each paragraph in a story moves events onward, so 
in our lives every thought and every act we experience 
has meaning for, and makes contributions to, this con- 
clusion. So, too, these acts and thoughts are judged at 
the end by the contribution they make or fail to make 
to the future God has prepared for his children. The 
sure instinct that the story of life must turn out well 
with the good winning and the evil losing is proved 
right in God's conclusion. 


AN END BEYOND THE GRAVE 
The end of the story of life revealed by God’s Word 


carries us beyond death. The life and the world to come 


° ia 









































































































CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


May 13, 1957 





constitute the conclusion of our story and bring us into 
the field of eschatology—the doctrine of the last things. 
Here there is mystery; here we are given so few details 
that our finite minds must indeed bow before the in- 
finite mind and heart of God. We need to walk humbly 
and to acknowledge that there are many things we can- 
not understand in our lives on earth. It is only in 
heaven that we shall know as we are known. We walk 
literally by faith and not by sight—“Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen” (Heb. 11:1). 

But certain lines of the conclusion of our life story 
we can read, since God has revealed to us those things 
necessary to answer the questions we need to have an- 
swered. Let us fix our minds on certain revealed facts 
about life after death. 

Death is not the end of being—either to saint or 
sinner. It cannot be, since morally, intellectually and 
spiritually, man’s incomplete development here de- 
mands a future for completion. In every culture and 
in every civilization since the dawn of history, man has 
felt there must be a continuation of life for the righting 
of earth’s wrongs. Egyptians called their caskets “chests 
of the living.” The German poet Goethe said that one 
of the weightiest arguments for the future life is that 
we cannot do without it. 


THE TEACHING OF CHRIST 


But it was to the heart of man, prepared by God’s 
Spirit, that God spoke his clear word in the life and 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In time of stress 
we are neither good at understanding argument nor 
balancing probabilities, but the simple, direct word of 
Christ lifts us up and assures our hearts: “In my 


Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I 


would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And it I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 


again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
(John 14:2, 3). 


there ye may be also” 


THE ONE WHO CAME BACK 


In Christ we find our proof that life continues after 
death, the kind of proof that convinces the heart and 
comforts the mind. Christian faith offers not a theory, 
not an illusion, but a fact of history as proof of its 
Gospel. Nothing could be clearer, simpler, 
vincing, or more definite. 


more con- 
A man once said to me it was 
hard to believe in life after death because no one has 
ever come back. Here is where Christianity meets the 
need of the human heart for assurance. God offers to 
you and to all men one who did come back from the 
grave. 

Here is no debate but a demonstration. Let it be 
said again that Christianity rests its whole case not 
upon what will happen or what might happen, but 
upon what has happened on this hard-rock earth. We 
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want eternal life for many reasons, and God's resurrec- 
tion of Jesus assures us of obtaining it. Paul knew this 
was the crux of the whole matter when he said: “And 
if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in 
your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in 
Christ are perished. If in this life only we have hope in 
Christ, we are of all men most miserable” (I Cor. 


15:17-19). 
DOOM OF EVIL IS SURE 


In the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead we 
reach the climax of our life story, and one of the surest 
instincts of the human heart finds its proof—the good 
must win, the evil lose. 

Jesus Christ, having died, came back leading death 
captive. Because he came back and lives, those who 
accept him will also live with him, and those who re- 
ject him also will live without him. His life and death, 
his teaching and example, the fact of his revelation of 
God, all these culminate in the one clear, simple, con- 
vincing and definite fact: he is risen. 


COMFORT IN THE VALLEY 


This fact needs to have added to it our glad acceptance. 
And usually this glad acceptance comes most com- 
pletely in the valley of sorrow. Christ came to glory 
through suffering and death. He is the way, and suffer- 
ing is often in God’s providence the pathway to glory. 
Today God's heaven is more real and more precious to 
those who see it from the valley of the shadow of 
death: “...if so be that we suffer with him, that we 
may be also glorified together” (Rom. 8:17). 

To those who in sorrow seek assurance of life be- 
yond death—not proof, but assurance—look “... unto 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith; whe for 
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand 
of the throne of God” CHeb. 12:2). 

Read about, think about his resurrection and re 
peat over and over his promises of life in and through 
himself. You will find fears receding and confidence 
and assurance growing. Conviction will form as the 
dominant note of your soul. 


DIVIDING OF THE WAYS 


As you follow Christ and the writers of the New Testa- 
ment, your heart finds certain answers to this question 
about life after death. What do we really know of it? 

First, it is clear that there is in this life a dividing 
of the ways which lead after death to two separate 
destinations—heaven and hell, life with God and life 
without God. In him who is our assurance of life after 
death we have not only the glorious promise of heaven 
but also the dark picture of hell. 

Nowhere is the contrast more direct than in the 
teaching of Jesus himself. Everyone, says Jesus, will 
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have life after death, but some will go to heaven and 
some will go to hell. 


CHRIST AT THE CROSSROADS 


Second, God’s word makes it simple and clear that this 
dividing of the ways—one to heaven and one to hell— 
is at the point where Jesus Christ stands. Your life 
after death depends upon your personal decision here 
on earth concerning Jesus Christ—eternity depends on 
your choice or rejection of Jesus Christ as the son of 
God and as your Lord and Master. You cannot occupy 
Christ’s mansions in the father’s house without Christ. 
The only way you can go to the Christian’s heaven is 
by the Christian’s Christ. This sounds simple enough, 
but men and women everywhere take for granted that 
they will slip in somehow. 

Christ has made this clear and convincing in the 
following passages: 


He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God 
(John 3:18). 


And: 


He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and 
he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him (John 3:36). 


And finally: 
Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him 
will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. 
But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also 


deny before my Father which is in heaven (Matt. 10:32, 
33). 


From this we see that the most awe-inspiring gift 
God gave to man was his power of choice, with all 
eternity dependent on whether he chooses or rejects 
God in Jesus Christ. You don’t earn heaven by your 
merit. Heaven is in no sense a reward for your good 
deeds. It is a reward only for your faith, your choice 


of God. 
CONTINUITY OF IDENTITY 


Third, we find the assurance that we shall live in the 
world to come as the same persons we are now. Identity 
shall be preserved and we shall know one another. Jesus 
Christ made it manifest that people would and did live 
after the experience of death. Death to him was not a 
major defeat but an experience whereby he could “de- 
liver them who through fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage” (Heb. 2:15). 

Jesus Christ never argued the future life. He spoke 
of it as an existence where people were dealt with on 
the basis of their experience here. On the Mount of 
Transfiguration he met and talked with Moses and 
Elijah. He told of Dives and Lazarus, conscious of one 
another after death, conscious of the gulf separating 











them, conscious of the reasons for the gulf. At the grave 
of Lazarus, brother of Mary and Martha, he turned to 
them and said with definite conviction: “I am the resur- 
rection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou 
this?” (John 11:25, 26). 

Again, he told the thief on the cross that he would 
be with him that day in Paradise. Thus God teaches us 
that death does not rob us of our individual identity, 
nor does it take from us our experience here, as His 
words tell us: 


But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall 
speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judg- 
ment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by 
thy words thou shalt be condemned (Matt. 12:36, 37). 
And: 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad CII Cor. 5:10). 


All of this simply means that after death we are 
changed, but the change preserves our personal and 
social identity. We are still the possessors of our earthly 
experiences. All of them will be a part of us. The for- 
gotten and the remembered will be there, the good and 
the bad. The environment will be the truth, the beauty, 
and its goodness of God, but we will be ourselves and 
will be with those we know. We shall be alive in a 
world with which we are familiar. 

Of course, there are unanswered questions here. But 
we must not let the unanswered questions hide the fact 
that many questions are answered. Christ reveals clearly 
and definitely that we move through death into the 
life after death as persons and together. God's word is 
filled with this assurance to hearts whose loved ones 
are gone: 


But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con- 
cerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even 
as others which have no hope. For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him (I Thes. 4:13, 
14). 

This removes one of the darkest shadows from the 
soul of the believer. The supreme comfort to be derived 
from this assurance finds expression in the Latin words 
that the widow of Charles Kingsley put on the tomb- 
stone of her husband: “We loved—We love—We will 


love.” 
THE NATURE OF HEAVEN 


Fourth, we are given some indications of the nature 
of heaven—the kind of life prepared for us. Those who 
are the Lord’s will be there in person and will fellow- 
ship with others whom they have known in this life. 
We really know very little (Continued on page 25) 
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FUTURE OF THE AMERICAN WORKER 


The investigation of racketeering and corruption in 
the labor movement raises several important questions 
of concern to the American worker. The immediate 
question is: In the event of guilt, what punishment of 
a union leader is proportionate to his crime? The 
broader question is: What legislation and enforcement 
are needed to prevent the repetition of such crime? 
The ultimate question is: Whither the labor movement? 


Since no man is considered guilty in America until 
after trial, it is a bit premature to hang Dave Beck, 
even in efigy. The McClellan Committee, however, 
in its search for evidence of racketeering and corrup- 
tion, has not lacked for serious charges, and its work 
is just begun. Already the Executive Council of the 
AFL-CIO has suspended Mr. Beck, its vice president 
Chence one of its most powerful officers) and president 
of its largest affiliate, the 1,400,000-member Brother- 
hood of Teamsters, an official who retreated to the 
Fifth Amendment with assembly-line monotony to 
avoid “self-incrimination” when his union deals came 
under scrutiny. Beck’s “million dollar public relations 
plan” to offset publicity of a possible $320,000 mis- 
appropriation of union funds has been blocked. On 
May 20 the Executive Council gives him a hearing— 
without benefit of Fifth Amendment, and without his 
being under oath—to determine if suspension should 
be turned into expulsion. In New York two former 
union officials, George Scalise and Sol Cilento, pleaded 
guilty to welfare racket charges in a $299,000 union 
fraud, and face maximum jail terms of three years. 


The question of the relation between punishment 
and crime is an important one. In the event of misuse 
of union funds for personal gain, is mere dismissal 
from office a sufficient retribution? Is a stiff fine or a 
jail term proportionate punishment? Or ought union 
leadership to be required as well to make commen- 
surate restitution for misappropriated assets? 

If the labor movement itself does not “clean house” 
and insist upon punishment which fits the crime, the 
danger exists that reactionary legislation may hinder 
labor in its rightful pursuits, not simply w ith a view 
to reprisal but to discourage repetition of the offenses. 
Some labor leaders, on the other hand, tend to provoke 
such legislation when they seize the present period of 
union racket disclosures to propagandize against “right 
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to work” laws, attacking them as a move to punish 
the unions. The fact is that the legitimacy of the 
closed shop has been long debated. A vote for right 
to work laws cannot be considered an effort to punish 
the unions, since its concern is to break the closed 
shop’s power of compulsion, which compromises the 
liberty of the individual worker. 


The spotlight is now turned on the moral climate 
of the labor movement. Since neither the Senate 
Committee nor the AFL-CIO Executive Council has 
legal power to prosecute, the depth of dissatisfaction 
and ethical indignation in the ranks of the teamsters 
is being tested. It may be true that less than 5 per 
cent of labor union funds have been mishandled, but 
that is no slim bonanza. One misappropriated dollar 
would raise the ethical question. 

Some locals have voted against contributions for 
Mr. Beck’s defense; others have requested his removal 
from office and the resignation of other leaders like 
Brewster and Hoffa as well. In one local, sentiment 
was said to run 50 to | against Beck. Since union 
members are often written off as interested only in 
higher wages and improved working conditions, and 
willing to tolerate corrupt bosses who take a generous 
slice of benefits if only the workers’ lot is bettered, 
these are hopeful signs. 

But they must not be misread as an index to moral 
earnestness in the unions. Next to the church constit- 
uencies, the labor movement is the biggest movement 
in American life. Unless its moral concern is revived, 
the social outlook is dim. There are 1100 locals in 
the teamsters union alone, but only a pitiful minority 
show signs of moral revulsion. The vanished sense of 
righteous indignation on the part of the unionized 
American worker is, in fact, a bitter fact of our times. 
The union movement has not noticeably sharpened 
ethical sensitivities. Too many members respond to 
racketeering with a shrug and the reaction: “Look 
how well off we are!” 

But there is another way of looking at this problem. 
The American workers have seldom aggressively par- 
ticipated in the union decision-making process. Except 
for meetings at which a strike was in prospect, or a 
raise in union dues, they have left the destiny of locals 
to their leaders. The present apathy reflects this char- 
acteristic temper of the worker. 

For this indifference the union leadership is partly 
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to blame. In the major labor conventions the leaders 
constitute an insuperable power bloc to which opposi- 
tion has seemed futile. And in the locals many workers 
fear intimidation or reprisal if they challenge leaders 
from the floor. 

But the churches too are culpable in some measure. 
It is true enough that many laborers avoid the Church. 
Some dismiss the churches as indifferent to the eco- 
nomic welfare of the workers, but more often they 
rationalize the discomfort that most unregenerate per- 
sons associate with the house of God. The fact remains, 
however, that the churches have too little attacked the 
problems of the laboring man. And where they have, 
labor leaders have tended to require endorsement of 
their own pronouncements and objectives as the evi- 
dence of economic earnestness. 

The endorsement of the platform that labor has a 
right to organize is an example. Most denominational 
social action groups long ago approved “labor’s right 
to organize.” Yet the hesitancies of other church groups 
to lend ecclesiastical approval to this bare formula had 
some justification. There are some goals for which 
labor is illicitly organized; among them are the exploita- 
tion of the working man by a corrupt union boss and 
violence by the labor movement in its disagreements 
with management. 

Nonetheless, if the churches include the largest 
grouping of American citizens, and the labor movement 
the next largest, there must be in many situations a 
generous overlapping of union member and worship- 
per. The lack of moral sensitivity and courage in the 
labor ranks indicates not only that the function of the 
labor movement has been conceived too narrowly in 
terms of higher wages, benefits, and standards, but 
that the churches themselves have not imparted to the 
worshipper as a worker the Christian view of the daily 
job as a divine calling. The labor unions are as much 
a part of the permanent structure of American society 
in the foreseeable future as any other grouping; it 
is high time that the local churches interpreted the 
meaning of work and the responsibilities of the eco- 
nomic sphere, to union and nonunion workers. For 
out of this conviction of ultimate spiritual responsibility 
can rise a new sense of moral integrity and earnestness 
in the workaday world. 


It is easy, because of the secular current of our era, 
to underestimate the crucial importance of this spiritual- 
moral orientation of the economic life. Some observers 
will plead simply for a program of education empha- 
sizing labor's social responsibility; others will stress the 
necessity of additional legislation, or the enforcement 
of legislation already on the statute books; others will 
argue that the public and the worker will be best 


protected through a better implementation of demo- 


























cratic processes. There is something to be said for all 
these emphases, and a word of caution to be uttered 
in connection with them too. Important as they are, 
the real need today runs deeper. 

The problem of the American worker today, like 
that of society in general, is the problem of false gods. 
The solution of his problem must therefore be a re- 
ligious solution. He may blame the meaninglessness 
of work upon the monotony of the assembly lines, 
upon the disproportions of capitalism, or a hundred 
and one other things. Some of them, indeed may be 
contributory factors, but their rectification will not 
solve his problem. Deep down, the modern worker’s 
sense of estrangement in his job is due to his estrange- 
ment from God. He does not know the meaning of 
life, and hence he does not know the meaning of work. 

In Great Britain, labor is more fully unionized than 
in the United States, yet corruption is quite foreign 
to labor. This should give pause to those who argue 
that racketeering is due to labor’s sheer bigness. What 
really accounts for the moral temper of the labor move- 
ment in Britain is its heritage from the days when 
labor unions were Christian in outlook. Britain still 
shares the lingering influence of the Methodist Revival 
on the trade union movement. A lapse in moral stand- 
ards is always a reflection of spiritual defection, whereas 
the temperament of honesty which survives in society 
is to be explained by surviving spiritual supports. 

Secularists may argue for the relativity of ethics, 
pointing out that the pattern of strict honesty and ac- 
counting pervades all aspects of British life. Those 
who invoke this line of argument aim to justify wrongs 
in the American unions as a sheer reflex of the te od 
tiv ity of business ethics gene! rally. After all, they say, 
labor leaders are just doing what others are doing: 
politicians in their electoral campaign fund practices, 
business executives in their supplemental benefits. 
American corporation executives, they argue, often 
acquire marginal benefits, such as company airplanes 
and yachts; moreover, the highest paid labor executive 
gets $60,000 while management salaries 


go much 
higher , 


But labor leaders, at any rate, have condemned 
such benefits as immoral, whereas most management 
has not. A reliance on the relativistic ethics of our 
day will therefore hardly enhance the defenses of the 
labor movement. The retrogression in labor to self- 
justification of what it has condemned in management 
can only reflect on its moral earnestness. 

There will be needed discussion in the days ahead 
over stricter enforcement of existing legislation, over 
the enactmnt of sterner laws, and over ways to insure 
the democratic process. Laws can and always will be 
broken in the absence of moral and spiritual integrity, 
but they provide at least an outward restraint and a 
rebuke to evil. Most crimes by which a labor leader is 
tempted to exploit his constituency «re already pro- 
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hibited by law, and the real problem is one of en- 
forcement. But minimal codes of conduct within the 
unions need to be strengthened. The constitution of 
the Machinists union is worthy of emulation; it forbids 
loans of union funds to private individuals, and it 
requires certified public accountants to audit funds 
regularly, with a printed and publicly accessible state- 
ment showing each payment to every official by name, 
and approved by an audit committee of rotating mem 
bership from various locals. A full accounting of union 
welfare and pension funds and their use, with public 
disclosure of all transactions, will be widely demanded. 

Alongside this emphasis on sterner legislation there 
is a growing insistence that the democratic process 
be strengthened within the unions. Already there is 
some clamor that boss control and union trusteeships 
be abolished; that free elections be guaranteed, with 
secret ballots to eliminate fear of loss of one’s job or 
other reprisal. In this “nod to democracy,” proper 
enough, three serious risks remain. 

The first is the apathy of union members in regard 
to their union responsibilities. It is highly dubious 
that the labor movement can make good its claim to 
have involved more Americans in decision-making than 
any other social structure. The lack of participation 
reflected by society generally is compounded within the 
labor ranks, and this indifference allows labor leaders 
to take control. It was this situation in Britain, where 
an average of only 8 to 9 per cent of the members 
showed up at union elections, that provided Commu 
nists their opportunity, although small in number, to 
infiltrate strategic labor positions. 

Another risk is that the elected union official tends 
to feel that the workers have given him a mandate to 
implement any policy that the labor leaders endorse. 
This pledges the conscience of workers in matters on 
which there has been no debate. 

A third danger derives from the fact that an elected 
official is not necessarily the best qualified. Within 
the present structural setup, ostensibly democratic, 
the same leaders and officers are often elected and 
re-elected, and the rank and file seem incapable of 
effecting a change. There remains much to be said 
tor appointed salaried leaders chosen on a competitive 
basis. 


It is not democracy which guards the moral earnest- 
ness of the labor movement, but the Christian heritage 
which best guards the integrity of democracy and of 
all the social structures. Since the social problem is 
primarily a religious problem, it is the tragedy of our 
century that Christian influence upon the economic 
world has worn thin. In part, this deterioration came 
about through the liberal Protestant displacement of 
the gospel of personal regeneration by the social gospel; 
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the task of the Church became that of organizing so- 
ciety, rather than of evangelizing it. But evangelical 
Protestantism was also at fault; in its concern for the 
purity of the gospel, it ironically gravitated toward 
social inactivism and neglected the exposition of 
Christian imperatives in labor and economics, and the 
state and culture. 

The world of work today stands in need of Christian 
compass bearings. If these are concealed, the labor 
leader and the worker will not be challenged to grasp 
the significance of work as a divine vocation. And the 
labor movement itself will drift aimlessly, or run 
aground in the shallow waters of misguided ambitions. 
There are other ways than financial of exploiting labor. 
Leaders may also use it as a means of enhancing their 
public and political recognition through an ability to 
control votes. When mass movements are adrift, there 
is always the danger that leaders may use them simply 
as a political weapon, or carry them directly into poli- 
tics. It is a time to cast anchor, and to be sure that the 
line reaches from the sphere of economic interests 
down to the changeless spiritual and moral world. A 
democracy that prizes a citizenry under God must learn 
to prize business and labor under God as well. 





NEO-UNIVERSALISM: 
A THREAT TO THE GOSPEL 


Within the Church today there is an ominous recru- 
descence of an old heresy, a line of reasoning that pre- 
cludes eternal punishment and holds out assurance of 
the ultimate salvation of all mankind, regardless of 
whether Christ has been accepted or rejected. 

Does the love of God preclude eternal punishment 
for the unrepentant sinner? 

Are the holiness and justice of God incompatible 
with his love and mercy? 

Shall we admit the scriptural reality of redemption 
from the guilt and penalty of sin and deny the scrip- 
tural reality of the dread alternative to faith in Christ? 

Is the question of Job’s friend no longer relevant: 
“Shall mortal man be more just than God? shall a man 
be more purer than his maker?” 

The many variants of Universalism are nothing new. 
Annihilationism, conditioned immortality, “second 
chance” and other theories have been held by indi- 
viduals and groups down through the centuries. 

The annihilationist believes that man is created im- 
mortal but loses immortality through sin and is there- 
fore, by a positive act of God, deprived of immortality, 
his final state being devoid of consciousness and hence 
virtually devoid of actual existence. 

A variation of this theory suggests that man has a 
conditioned immortality—the individual who accepts 
Christ gaining immortality, while the individual who 
rejects him ultimately ceases to exist. 
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In the nineteenth century a small group who advo- 
cated the theory of a second chance had a following. 
They believed that after death there is an intermediary 
state during which men may accept or reject Christ, the 
final state of man being determined at the judgment. 

Universalism in America had its official beginning 
in Gloucester, Massachusetts, in 1779. Today the Uni- 
versalist Church of America is comprised of about 400 
congregations with a total membership of 75,000. That 
this group has grown so slowly reflects its lack of a vital 
Christian message. It seems certain that a similar 
blight will descend on wavering evangelical churches 
espousing doctrines inherent in Universalism. 

It is one thing to magnify the love and mercy of 
God. It is an entirely different thing to do so to the 
exclusion of other attributes of God revealed in Scrip- 
ture. 

To affirm that “God is too loving and kind to 
damn anyone to eternal punishment” meets a respon- 
sive chord in the heart of each of us. But what it 
overlooks is the fact that man is already lost, that he 
is born in sin and that he continues to commit sin, and 
that the wages of sin is death. The love of God is 
evidenced in the sending of his Son into the world and 
confirmed by the sacrificial death on the Cross. The 
best known passage in all of the Scripture makes plain 
man’s lost condition and his sole basis for redemption. 
Even a cursory study of John 3:16 reveals these vital 
truths: God’s compelling love; the sending of his Son; 
the proffered gift of eternal life; and faith as a neces- 
sary factor. 

Scripture depicts the ultimate state of the soul 
after death as fixed. In our Lord’s story of the rich 
tool, Abraham says to the one in torment: “. . . between 
us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they 
which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither 
can they pass to us, that would come from thence.” 
The final words of this dialogue as recorded by Luke 
are deeply significant: “. . . If they hear not Moses and 
the prophets neither will they be persuaded, though 
one rose from the dead.” Could this not be prophetic as 
well as declaratory? 

A study of the Scriptures will also reveal that the 
final judgment determines the soul’s ultimate destina- 
tion on the basis of that which is done in the flesh. 
It is never in any way made to depend on what has 
occurred in an intermediary state. 

Why then this new (yet old) universalism? On 
what is it predicated? A number of factors can be 
mentioned, the order of their importance and their 
particular appeal varying with individuals. 

Probably the idea of ultimate salvation for all, 
regardless of man’s response to Christ, most frequently 
stems from a misunderstanding and misrepresentation 
of the love of God. Regarding eternal punishment 
wrongly as contradictory of a loving heavenly Father, 


it argues that there can be no such end for an un 
repentant sinner. 

Another cause for this neo-universalism is man’s 
failure to understand the nature of sin itself. Sin is 
more than the commission of certain acts, and the fail- 
ure to perform others. Sin is rebellion against God, 
an ingrained trait of character with which all men are 
born. Sin is infinitely deeper than maladjustment; it 
is broader than an unfortunate environment; it is not a 
matter of externalities but of the warp and woof of 
man’s heart and all that proceeds from it. Man is a 
sinner by nature and by practice and the fruits of the 
unregenerate life show themselves in the sins of the 
flesh and the sins of the spirit. Adultery and theft 
are sins; so are pride and jealousy. The awfulness 
of sin can be imagined only in the light of the price 
God paid to restore the sinner to fellowship with him- 
self. 

Undoubtedly one contributing cause to the increas- 
ingly popular belief in universal salvation is a false 
doctrine of the universal fatherhood of God and broth- 
erhood of man. That all men are God’s children by 
creation is obvious. But that this relationship was bro- 
ken by man’s sin is also clear from Scripture. Accord- 
ing to our Lord’s own statement, in this state of es- 
trangement from God man is of his father the Devil. 
He also affirms that unless we are born again we shall 
never see the Kingdom of Heaven. This works havoc 
with man’s pride but it offers the only adequate remedy. 

Unquestionably sincere Christians are troubled about 
those millions who have died and are dying without 
ever having heard of Christ and his love. Why not 
leave them to a merciful Father? The Bible affirms 
man’s responsibility in relation to the light he has. The 
possibility of rational faith in God is open to men 
everywhere through the works of creation. In all of 
this there is cause for redoubled incentive for witness 
rather than for wishful speculation. To affirm the uni- 
versal salvation of all mankind, regardless of what man 
may do with Christ, places one in direct opposition to 
the volume of biblical truth. To cast aside God’s reve- 
lation of man’s destiny in the age to come inevitably 
jeopardizes the revelation of his redemptive love. To 
presume either annihilation, a second chance or some 
hoped-for universal work of redemption beyond the 
grave disregards revealed truth and replaces it with a 
hypothesis which is unscriptural and desperately dan- 
gerous. A comparative study of the spread of evangeli- 
cal Christianity and historic universalism will reveal an 
abysmal difference in the two. The former is dynamic, 
living and evangelistic, carrying the message of salva- 
tion to the ends of the earth. The latter is static, listless 
and bogged down in a false optimism on the one hand 
and a lack of a missionary urge on the other. To the 
evangelical, faith is a burning message of eternal im- 
port which must be told. To the universalist, faith is 
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a religion of options, not of imperatives. 

According to the Scripture man’s eternal destiny 
depends on the answer to this question: “What will ye 
do with the Christ?” Does man know a better way? 





PRAYER AND THE SPIRIT 
THE DOOR TO NEW YORK 


The pagan city of Rome became an immediate objec- 
tive for evangelization on the part of the early church. 
Its capture for Christianity was no doubt due in large 
part to the zeal, prayers, sacrifices and efforts of devoted 
servants of Christ. The difficulty and seeming impossi- 
bility of evangelizing pagan Rome did not deter nor dis- 
courage. Much of the progress of Christianity in mid 
dle centuries was due to the strategic capture of the 
center of the Roman Empire. 

When the seige of Rome started by the forces of 
Christ, it mattered not to true believers whether Peter, 
Paul or Apollos led the attack as long as God gave the 
increase. True—some were anxious that one or the 
other of the leaders be given prominence and honor, 
but this spirit was rebuked by the apostle. The great 
desire of the leaders was for supporting prayer. 

Important in situation as Rome but not as pagan, 
stands the city of New York. In the name of Christ a 
gideon band of evangelists strengthened with local pas- 
tors will set seige to this cosmopolitan commercial city. 
Modern means of communication and publicity w ‘ill 
facilitate and provide aid in the proclamation of Gospel. 
But the preaching of the Gospel and the effusion of the 
Holy Spirit are the two main requirements to overcome 
the largest city in the world. 

Forgetting the conquest of Rome—as the Israelites 
forgot the miracle of Egyptian deliverance—timid 
Christians cry that the giants of indifference, worldli- 
ness, and commercialism are too strong and mighty for 
conquest. Surely the blessing of the Lord upon the 
Billy Graham campaigns in London and Glasgow 
should provide encouraging examples of what God has 
done and is able and willing to perform. Faith in the 
power and love of God is essential to victory. 

Faith must be mingled with sincere and constant 
prayer. Believing and importunate prayer should con- 
stantly ascend to the throne of grace, especially for the 
outpouring of the Spirit of God. New York City can 
no more be regenerated and sanctified, without the 
work of the Holy Spirit, than it can be redeemed with- 
out the blood of the Son of God. The difference be- 
tween a spurious revival and a genuine one is the Holy 
Spirit. 

Man must be blotted out. Billy Graham goes forth 
not in his weaknesses, imperfections and mistakes but 
in the name of the Lord. He proclaims the Word not as 
an infallible prophet but as a preacher of the infallible 
Word. Pray that God may lead him to preach the good 
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news of salvation. Pray that God may send the Spirit 
with regenerating power. Pray that God may turn New 
York City upside down. Pray without ceasing. 





VIRTUES AND WEAKNESSES 

OF THE FIFTH AMENDMENT 

The significance of the Fifth Amendment as an ele 
ment in the American tradition of liberty must not be 
missed. The law against self-incrimination, that is that 
no person shall be compelled to witness against himself, 
has been one of the great principles of Anglo-American 
jurisprudence, reaching back to the Twelfth Century. 

In a recent article on “The Fifth Amendment and 
Its Equivalent in the Halakhah” in Judaism (Winter, 
1956), Norman Lamm points out that in the Hebrew 
laws supplementing Scripture, the disqualification of 
the confessant as a bona-fide witness is required and 
not a matter of the defendant's personal privilege. This 
religious formulation overcomes the presumption of 
guilt which often attaches in our day to the invoking 
of a privilege. Whereas the Fifth Amendment took its 
rise out of a humanitarian reaction against the use of 
torture in legal trials and hence has in view primarily 
a negative protest against compulsion, Mr. Lamm notes 
that biblical connections of the idea that the accused 
is not to be judged by the testimony of his relatives, or 
of himself but by the testimony of other witnesses. 

The sad fact remains, however, that in our day the 
Fifth Amendment has been so much invoked as a means 
of obstructing the due processes of law that the term 
“Fifth Amendment Communist” has passed into the 
vernacular of the times. Those who invoke the Fifth 
Amendment repeatedly in the face of Congressional 
investigations into political and economic corruption 
have come to be regarded, and in many cases not with- 
out good reason, as invoking a privilege in order to 
frustrate the cause of justice rather than to facilitate it. 

There is one court of justice, however, in which the 
resort to the Fifth Amendment is useless. The con- 
science of man hails him constantly before the judg- 
ment throne of God. In that great and awful day, when 
all men shall stand in his presence, it will be futile to 
raise a point of personal privilege. 

Pleading the Fifth Amendment to frustrate justice 
cannot avail the sinner before the judgment seat. His 
life, his deeds, his words are written for the Judge to 
behold. No legal technicality can prevent access to the 
book of life written by each individual. 

Acquittal from the charge of guilt can only be 
brought about by an appeal to the perfect work and 
merit of one whose righteousness is imputed to all who 
believe. The point of personal privilege can only be 
raised by those who are in Christ Jesus. Not the Fifth 
Amendment but Jesus Christ forms the protection and 
accomplishes the acquittal of the sinner. END 
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EVANGELIZING AMERICA’S CITIES 


(Continued from page 12) 
wherever these exist, 


worldliness and materialism, 
whether in the local church, 
denominational, interdenominational or independent 
groups. Let denominational bigotry, rivalry and pride 
be put away; let group and individual jealousy, bitter- 
ness, narrowness and carnality be renounced. 

Let us all love God with all our hearts and our neigh- 
bors as ourselves; let us pray more, give more, witness 
more, love one another more, help one another more 
and join our hands and hearts in evangelizing our cities 
while we may. END 





LIFE AFTER DEATH 


(Continued from page 19) about the nature of the life 
to come. Our finite minds simply cannot comprehend 
its glory. Our descriptions are in pictures that only hint 
at the reality behind them. God will be all in all there; 
n Revelation 21:22, 23 we find the following passage: 
‘And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. And the 
city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to 
shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof.” 

And in Revelation 21:4 is God’s pledge that all of 
life’s ills need be suffered no longer: “And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away.” 

In reality, the heart of it all is in the words of Jesus, 
“I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also” (John 14: 3b). 

In heaven we have a glorious world of boundless 
horizons. This is the glorious conclusion that satisfies 
every demand of the heart. Here is God’s proof that 
when death has done its worst, it has not begun to 
touch the real heart of life’s essential glory. 

The dread of death can be combated and defeated 
only by placing against it the picture of God’s Heaven, 
which we enter only by death. 


DREAD PICTURE OF HELL 


Fifth, in our search for the answers of eternal life, we 
cannot leave the divine revelation of life after death 
without noting its picture of hell. 

In hell are, and will be, those who refused the Son of 
God. Hell is the final separation of a person from God. 
It carries to ultimate completion what was chosen in 
this life. For those who here reject God in Jesus Christ 
there shall be a total blackout of the presence of God— 


hell we call it—as explained in these verses: 





Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and 
foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer dark- 


ness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matt. 
22:13). 


Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction 


from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power (II Thes. 1:9). 


Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, 
Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 


pared for the devil and his angels (Matt. 25:41). 


Hell, too, is the final separation, not only from God 
but from the fellowship of the redeemed. Hell is the 
absolute loneliness of the loveless. Hell is to have no 
future toward which to look and only failure and re- 
gret and remorse in the backward look. It is to find no 
forgiveness, no affection. This and more is the fire of 
hell, never quenched. 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and 
the bright light this fact throws on all our thoughts 
and actions, poses for you your gravest decision, offers 
you your greatest boom, and gains for you your great- 
est confidence. 


A STORY OF TWO ENDINGS 


In the light of these facts you face the one determining 
decision of your life—for or against Christ. If Christ be 
raised, then what you do with him is the most impor- 
tant decision you face or can face. Heaven and hell 
wait on your answer; your place in eternity is deter- 
mined by it. 

In the light of these facts you have opened betore 
you your greatest blessing. You have the opportunity 
by self-surrender to him to receive the power to make 
every event of your life serve you, even unto death. We 
need and must have power to take the fixed facts of life, 
among which death is central and to overcome them. 
We need the power to live through them with victory. 
This power Christ brings to you in his living reality. 
Experiencing the truth of the life after death, one can 
say with Rupert Brooks: “Secretly armed against all 
death’s endeavour; Safe though all safety’s lost; safe 
where men fall; And if these poor limbs die, safest of 
all.” 

In the light of the resurrection of Christ we gain 
our greatest confidence in the guarantee of the truth 
and final victory of his way—the victory of love over 
hate, of forgiveness over revenge, of mercy over cruelty, 
of generosity over greed, of humility over pride. 

This, then, is the end of the story. Each event of our 
lives, like the paragraphs of our story, has contributed 
to the final judgment in the world to come. We have 
made our choice—and the good will triumph and the 
evil lose. 

This is the magnificent climax—the ending that 
gives all the parts of our lives meaning and value and 
direction toward eternal life—for which we thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. END 
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EUTYCHUS and his kin 











FELLOWSHIP QUILT 


In the bedroom at the old-fashioned 
home of the retired Reverend Van Dyke 
is a fellowship quilt of curious design. 
There are wheels within squares and 
spokes from the wheels. Or perhaps they 
are sun-bursts in window panes that 
spread across the four-poster bed. 

Radiating from each center are the em- 
broidered names of the pastor's flock. 
Here the ladies of the Dorcas circle are 
stitched in the rays of their square. Near 
the center are the names of the members 
of the senior choir in sectors of sopranos, 
altos, tenors and basses. In one corner 
is the male chorus. There are “memory” 
circles, and one center is labeled “Sun- 
day School Class #7”; others bear the 
names of teachers. 

A curious, but not a crazy quilt. I sup- 
pose it is a more constant comforter to 
the kindly Reverend than any electric 
blanket. The young Dr. Jones who suc- 
ceeded him might not appreciate such a 
gift. It would hardly fit the contemporary 
decor of the new parsonage. Judging 
from the Doctor's encounter with the 
Martha Circle, he might find the quilt 
had some hot patches! 

The emeritus pastor, being advanced 
in years, is rather sentimental. In his 
afternoon nap he has used the quilt as a 
prayer reminder. Sometimes he worked 
his way across so many squares that he 
quite forgot to doze off. 

I’m not sure that such a quilt should 
be made for every pastor—there might be 
too many stitches and perhaps too much 
chatter in the making. Yet it would be 
splendid for every Christian to own one, 
covered with the names of the saints. 
Tucked under it on a chilly spring night, 
one might get to thinking of the Lamb's 
Book of Life and of the great fabric of 
the spiritual Temple in which we are 
wrought together, not as stitches, but as 
living stones, in the hands of the builder 


of his church. EUTYCHUS 


THE WORD OF GOD 


Surely for the Christian theologian Holy 
Scripture should be as binding as the 
axioms of Euclid are to the mathema- 
tician. Gorvon Ho.pcroFrt 
Victoria, B. C. 


You speak of “ . an authoritative 
canon of revealed truth.” What is this 
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. . We note the 


authoritative canon? . 
flippant way the words, The Word of 


God. . . . are being used today... . 
Trenton, Mich. Epwarp L. HucHes 


Dr. Mueller (Curistianrty Topay, Jan. 
21) has argued vigorously and skillfully 
for the view that Luther essentially held 
to the view of the Scripture which later 
Lutheran and non-Lutheran theologians 
call “verbal” or “plenary” inspiration. 
My personal feeling is that just as 
Luther has managed to survive his 
Roman Catholic detractors he will prob- 
ably survive his Missouri Lutheran de- 
fenders as well. Cuaries E. Carniston 
The Theological Seminary 

University of Dubuque 

Dubuque, Iowa 


Shame on you for allowing such an 
error in your magazine as to give the 
wrong reference to the verse, “Holy 
men of God. . . .” in your article on 
“Luther's Doctrine of Inspiration.” “2 
Tim. 3:14” should read, of course, “2 
Pet. 1:21,” as any Bible student can 
tell you. Joun R. SHEARS 
Providence-Barrington Bible College 
Providence, R. I. 


It will be received warmly everywhere 
by all who love the unadulterated Word 
of God. . . . More power to your group 
in their high and holy endeavor . . 


Arlington, Calif. C. C. Morian 


. A concentration of much of the 
best of conservative Christendom. . 
Reading Curistianity Topay, I feel 
the glow of enthusiasm for the authority 
of the Scriptures. . . . 

Highland, Ind. REINDEER VAN TIL 


While there is much which is very en- 
couraging and helpful, there is one par- 
ticularly distressing feature. This is the 
frequent use of the phrase “the Word of 
God” in contexts where it would appear 
to be intended as a substitute for the 
phrase “the Holy Scriptures.” 

There are untold millions of us who, 
having received and receiving the ines- 
timable blessing of God’s saving grace 
within the framework of his holy 
Church, have learned that when the 
Holy Scriptures speak of “the Word of 
God” they refer ultimately to no one 





and to nothing less than our Incarnate 
Lord, the second person of the most holy 
and glorious Trinity. The stature of 
your journal would be immeasurably in- 
creased in our eyes if you could assure 
us that it is not your policy (some con- 
tributors notwithstanding) to degrade 
the phrase “the Word of God” by un- 
scriptural uses of it which make it refer 
to anyone or to anything less than him, 
by whose precious blood we are saved. 
Vicar of Alberni A. P. Horsrrecp 
British Columbia 


@ Evangelical theology has always noted 
the various meanings of the term the 
Word of God and has distinguished the 
personal Logos and the spoken and writ- 
ten Word. But this distinction provides 
no basis for demeaning the authority 
of Scripture. Our Lord himself spoke 
of Scripture as God’s Word (Jn. 5:388.; 
cf. 10:35, 14:25). This regard for 
Scripture is preserved by the apostles, 
who identify what Scripture says as 
what God says (Rom. 1:2, Gal. 3:8, 
Rom. 9:17). The identification of 
Scripture as the Word of the speaking 
God is found also in Acts 4:24f., 13:34¢. 
It is a New Testament presupposition 
that Scripture is the crystallized voice 
of God.—Epb. 


SCIENCE AND RESURRECTION 


The lead article “Twentieth-Century 
Scientists and the Resurrection of Christ” 
is very startling and timely. However, | 
would like to have you mention that sev- 
eral hundred scientists, born-again, Bible 
believing and of course believers in his 
resurrection, are members of the Ameri- 
can Scientific Affiliation of which 
H. Harold Hartzler, Ph.D., is Presi- 
dent. . . . Many are listed in American 
Men of Science, etc... . 

The Schepp Labs. Wiuti1aM J. ScHEPP 
East Paterson, N. J. 


Mr. Smith’s article . . . states “The re- 
plies give no evidence that the scientists 
who deny the resurrection have carefully 
examined the New Testament historical 
records. .. .” Mr. Smith assumes, appar- 
ently, that scientists who accept the bod- 
ily resurrection have “carefully studied.” 
May it not be equally true that the scien- 
tists who accept . . . have not given care- 


ful study to the matter: perhaps they 
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learned it as children in Sunday school 
and have given the matter no further 
thought. It would appear that those who 
reject the physical resurrection have given 
the matter more thought, on the whole, 
than those who accept it. . . . 

. . » The question was concerning ac- 
ceptance of the bodily resurrection, 
which, to me, appears to be a loaded ques- 
tion.... Had Mr. Smith stated his ques- 
tion more fairly probably many who reject 
a physical resurrection might have replied 
favorably to a spiritual resurrection. 

Emerson W. Hanars 
First Congregational Church 
Detroit Lakes, Minn. 


Mr. Smith seems to have been impelled 
to write this article by the false notion 
that Christianity, somehow, needs the 
endorsement of Who's Who. This heret- 
ical idea is a popular one among today’s 
Christians. Indeed many Christians go 
so far as to confuse Who’s Who with the 
Lamb’s Book of Life . . . Extremely few 
names will be found in both these books 

. . In fact it is everywhere apparent in 
the New Testament that the Holy Spirit 
carefully kept the Gospel from contami- 
nation of human wisdom, human accom- 
plishment and human greatness. 

As to the scientist segment of Who's 


Who, these men are the Pharisees of our 
time . . . As to evangelizing them, should 
we not rather say of these twentieth cen- 
tury scientists: if they heard not of Jesus 
of Nazareth and the apostles, neither will 
they be converted though one rose from 
the dead. Bonnard LEAVITT 
Miami, Fla. 


I cannot help but praise the Lord for the 
60 non-believers in the resurrection he 
found through his survey of scientists. 
This praise is not predicated upon a lack 
of such belief on my part, for I am a 
minister in the U. S. Presbyterian 
Church and hold this belief without 
flinching. Rather I praise God that they 
are members of churches where I hope 
that they have held before them con- 
stantly the basic beliefs of Christianity. 
Rosert B. BRANNON jr. 
First Presbyterian Church 
Ennis, Tex. 


A good service has been rendered to 
evangelical Christianity in the publication 
of the fact that only one out of five lead- 
ing scientists today believe in a bodily 
resurrection of Christ. Such a fact both 
reveals our failure and defines our duty 
to send a communicating witness to men 
of science. What I like particularly about 


Dr. Smith’s report is that warm-hearted, 
kindly manner which displays itself in 
the judgmental parts of his article. 

Might I suggest that a copy of the 
Easter issue be sent to the 521 scientists 
who were polled? . .. Why don’t you send 
them a record without comment of the 
pertinent New Testament passages which 
deal with our Lord’s resurrection? Better 
“evidence” one cannot find... . Our 
scientists need the powerful witness of 
the Word of God itself. Too much of 
modern apologetics is Wordless. Give 
men of science that first hand evidence 
with which they love to deal. Not a few 
would be very willing to examine such 
evidence. Earw JABAY 
Summer St. Christian Reformed Church, 
Passaic, N. J. 


The article . . . is excellent. I am sorry to 
find, though, that half of the Episco- 
palian scientists queried did not believe in 
the bodily resurrection. The church 
teaches and believes it as central to the 
Christian Faith—without the resurrection 
the story of our Lord becomes just that 
of a wandering teacher of ethics who is 
sort of a Hebrew version of Socrates. . . . 
James H. Davis 
Ascension Episcopal Church 
Hinton, W. Va. 
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All planned, ALL-BIBLE and all 
inter-related. Teaches God’s Word in 
a dynamic, winning way—with ac- 
tion-packed Bible stories, colorful 
workbooks, purposeful handicraft 
and message-filled music. What's 
more, it lets you reach all the fam- 
Nursery through Adult de- 


Vacation BibleSchool 
0 Rapppy experience for ott 


the Scripture Press all-planned course — 
“Journeying with Jesus” 






you're inexperienced, because ev- 
erything is planned for you. You 
get daily teaching routine, teaching 
tips, visual aids, and other helps. 

Fun to learn! Geared to all ages— 
pupils learn the Scriptures in ways 
that appeal to them most. Salvation 
and consecration are made so crys- 
tal-clear that pupils young and old 


t 
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Easy to teach! No need to worry if § respond with decisions for Christ! 
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+ 
Introductory Offer: VBS Packet y 
Contains 5 teachers’ manuals, 5 pupils’ ' 
workbooks, and a list of contents for £ 
Young Peoples’ and Adults’ courses. ‘ 
Also: Handwork Packets for Nursery and ' 
Beginner Pupils. 4-color VBS poster and a 
dodger, invitation posteard, buttons, re- & 
eruiter’s headband. Free descriptive cata- , Address . 
log, ‘1957 VBS Journeylog.” . . . . $3.15 : 
PREE! 1957 VBS Journeylog i 
(Also in packet). Tells how to plan and §g 
conduct a successful VBS. a 


or write Scripture Press 

C $3.15 Introductory VBS Packet 
Money refunded if not satisfied. 

0 “1957 VBS Journeylog.” Dept. CTS-57 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WORLD NEWS 


Christiamty m the World Today 








LIVELY DEBATE ON NCC MEMBERSHIP 


(This special report on the General Assembly, Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
Southern), held in Birmingham, Ala., April 25- -May 1, was written by Dr. John R. 
Richardson, pastor of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, G. Dr. Richardson 
is a graduate of Louisiana State University, Louisville Theological Seminary and did 
graduate work at the University of Edinburgh. 

The most controversial subject to come before the General Assembly related to 
continued affiliation with the National Council of Churches. 

Many southern churches are unhappy over the Council’s pronouncements about 
social, economic and political matters. Some believe that leaders in the Council have 
become “political lobbyists or partisan advocates.” 

The Council was urged to avoid extreme pronouncements “which may compro- 
mise the role of the church as a witness to the Gospel above party, class or social 
theory.” 

The majority report of the standing committee on Inter-Church Relations recom- 
mended continued membership. Dr. Joseph Garrison of Greensboro, N. C., com- 
mittee chairman, told the Assembly that some charges against the Council could not 
be documented. 

A minority report signed by 10 members of the committee recommended that “the 
question of our continued relationship be referred to the respective Presbyteries for 
advice and the result of Presbyteries’ actions relating thereto be made to the next 
General Assembly.” This recommendation was offered as a substitute for the major 
ity report. It was defeated. 

In other action the Assembly authorized the ad interim committee on Mass Com- 
munications to obtain the services of a qualified consultant to make fact-finding stud- 
ies concerning the most effective utilization of radio and television by the church. 
Necessary funds were provided to carry out the project. 

A record budget of nearly $9,000,000 for next year was approved—an increase 
of about $2,000,000 over last year’s budget. 

Some 340 ministers and ruling elders registered for the pre-Assembly Conference 
of Evangelism, which was under the able direction of the Reverend Albert E. Dim- 
mock, recently elected secretary of the Division of Evangelism. 

Dr. William M. Elliott Jr., pastor of Highland Park Presbyterian Church, Dallas, 
Texas, was elected moderator of the 97th Assembly. Dr. Elliott at present is serving 
the denomination as chairman of the Board of World Missions. 

The Assembly launched a new program for the training of day church workers by 
providing $50,000 a year to help colleges develop special training departments. These 
funds, to be matched by colleges participating in the program, will make $100,000 
available annually. A total of 256 new lay workers must be trained each year to 
maintain the 1,079 positions open for personnel in the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 

The ad interim committee’s report, based on a two-year study of the problem of 
education for lay workers, also called for a plan to certify training qualifications 
based on specific training in the doctrine and program of the church. 

About 50 per cent of the lay workers presently employed are directors of Christian 
education, but they average only four years of service in the church. About 75 per 
cent leave’ church work because of marriage. The new program, by putting basic 
training in the colleges, will produce more lay leaders and also attract more laymen 
into church vocations. 

Significant developments in Christian education were noted. Sunday School en- 
rollment continues to grow more rapidly than church membership, reflecting the 
rapid population growth and the interest of parents in Christian education for them- 
selves and their children. 

The church also is awakening to the importance of higher education. Within the 
last three years colleges, schools and seminaries of the denomination have added 
over $26,000,000 to their capital resources. Just as significant as the support of 
church-telated institutions is the development of campus Christian fellowship groups 
at 173 state colleges and universities. 

Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, executive secretary of the Board of Christian Education, 
announced that the convention for Presbyterian Men will be held in Miami, Fla., 
October 10-13. Plans are being made to care for 12,000 men, who will attend to 
hear some of the outstanding laymen and ministers of the nation. Evangelist Billy 
Graham is to speak. President Eisenhower has requested his engagement secretary 
to reserve a date for him to address the convention, barring unforeseen emergencies. 
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Dr. Ben Lacy Rose, chairman of the 
Board of Church Extension, reported that 
during the last 10 years Southern Presby- 
terians have had a new growth of over 
40 per cent. In the same period, over 
600 new churches have been organized. 
The rate for the past 12 years has been 
four new churches per month. 

In a stirring address to the Assembly, 
Dr. Rose declared, “There is before the 
Presbyterian Church in the Southland an 
opportunity such as has not existed dur- 
ing the last 100 years. This opportunity 
is seen in the fact that the South is 
growing by leaps and bounds. The area 
covered by our communion is now in the 
midst of an unparalleled population 
growth. It is estimated that in the next 
26 years there shall be twice as many 
people in the South as in 1940. Our 
church has the unique opportunity to 
minister to thousands who are coming 
South.” 

The report of the Board of World 
Missions reflected the widening scope of 
its overseas activities, now embracing 
work in Africa, Brazil, Japan, Korea, 
Mexico, Taiwan, Ecuador, Iraq and Por- 
tugal. Representing the board in these 
fields during 1956 were 497 missionaires 
and 4,138 associated national workers— 
evangelists, preachers, teachers, doctors, 
nurses, technicians and others. Together 
they served 4,169 out-stations or places 
of regular meetings; maintained 1,164 
schools enrolling 54,798 students, and 
operated 16 hospitals in which 169,956 
patients were treated. 

The report characterized the year 1956 
as one of the most fruitful in the 97 
years of the board’s history. Additions on 
profession of faith showed an increase in 
all fields and contributions from native 
sources attained the record total of 
$1,038,306. 

On the home front, notice was taken 
of the widespread interest in missions 
throughout the entire denomination, re- 
flected in the demands for literature, 
speakers, and particularly in the gifts to 
this cause of $3,466,000—largest in the 
annals of the board. 

Thirty-five new missionaries went to 
the several fields, bringing to 115 the 
number of reinforcements sent out over a 
period of two and one-half years. 

Southern Presbyterians are making 
plans for their centennial in 1961. The 
theme adopted by the Assembly for this 
anniversary occasion was “Our Presby- 
terian Heritage and Mission.” 

The Assembly will meet next year in 
the historic First Presbyterian Church of 
Charlotte, N. C. 
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Worth Quoting 


“New York City! With a higher sky- 
line than any city on the planet! With 
amusement enough to make every day a 
Roman Holiday and boredom enough to 
keep the world’s biggest concentration of 
psychiatrists busy round the clock. With 
culture smooth enough to please an 
Athenian and corruption enough to 
blanch a Judas! With people enough to 
start a nation and resentments and ha- 
treds enough to start a war! With din in 
her ears and speed in her blood and 
sweat on her face and the ‘Unknown 
God’ in her nebulous longings!”—Dr. 
Paul S. Rees, associate evangelist of the 
Billy Graham team and pastor of First 
Covenant Church, Minneapolis. 

“... more than a few people have been 
convinced by Billy Graham that the 
Christian religion has the answers. . . 
Christianity on the Yale campus has re- 
ceived a tremendous boost from his pres- 
ence. The only conclusion that this writer 
can come to is that the Reverend Billy 
Graham is indeed a successful evangelist 
at any eastern university or anywhere.” — 
Thomas F. Ruhm, in Ivy Magazine. 

“I want to deal with one problem . 
the problem of corruption, racketeering, 
thievery, fraud, embezzlement—anything 
you want to call it that exists in some 
unions within our movement. The tradi- 
tion of our movement, the importance of 
our movement to the American people, 
and if I may, to the entire free world, 
commands that we meet that problem 
head-on, without evasion and with no at- 
tempt to sweep it under the rug.”— 
George Meany, president of AFL-CIO. 

“Standards of living in America are the 
highest in the world, but satisfaction in 
living is among the lowest in the world.” 


--Dr. Alan Walker, Australian Methodist. 


PRAYERS NOT PROTESTS 
\ mammoth prayer meeting is scheduled 
for noon, May 17, at the Lincoln Me- 
morial in Washington, D.C., as an effort 
to arouse the nation about civil rights. 
Leaders estimated that the crowd would 
be from 40,000 to 50,000 with 15,000 
ministers from every part of the nation 
to participate in the prayer pilgrimage. 
Several persons suggested a march on 
the White House as a protest against 
President Eisenhower not speaking on 
the issue in the South. These suggestions 
were rejected. The Reverend W. J. 
Jernagin of Washington, Chairman of 
the Executive Board of the National 
Fraternal Council of Churches, explained, 
“We want prayers, not protests.” 








PEOPLE: WORDS AND EVENTS 


Utter Confusion—Parishioners of 
Bible Missionary Baptist Church in 
Rocky Mount, N. C., can be excused 
for being a little confused at a re- 
cent service. One clergyman gave the 
sermon, another walked out of the 
church with about half the congre- 
gation, and a third picketed the build- 
ing with placards of Bible verses. The 
picketing was done by the Rev. 
Samuel H. W. Johnston Jr., who was 
ousted as pastor by the trustees and 
barred from the building by court 
order. His father walked off with part 
of the congregation when he found 
another minister in the pulpit. The 
court order was obtained after Johnston 
announced a meeting at which he was 
going to “reveal the sins of certain 
members of the church.” He later 
resigned, effective June 1, but refused 
the trustees’ offer to leave immediately 
with $700 salary through that date. 
At presstime, no sins of the congre- 
gation had been publicly declared. 


Sacred Building—The Florida Su- 
preme Court has ruled that a_par- 
sonage is not a sacred building. It 
reversed a Circuit Court judge in Sara- 
sota, who denied a liquor license to a 
place of business within 500 feet of 
a parsonage. The Supreme Court said 
that a parsonage, except for the “good- 
ness” of its occupant, doesn’t differ from 
any other residence, because it is used 
for secular, not religious, purposes. 


Conversion Center—In another re- 
versal of a judge’s decision, the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court directed 
that a charter be issued to Conver- 
sion Center, Inc., of Havertown. The 
judge refused a charter because -he 
said the group proposed to concentrate 
on the “evangelization and conversion 
of adherents of the Roman Catholic 
faith. . . .” Majority opinion of the 
Supreme Court said the incorporators 
indicated they wanted to be “straight- 
forward and honest” in stating their 
aims and that the work of the Center 
would be carried on peacefully.” 


Gusher for Church—Toddie Lee 
Wynne, oilman of Dallas, Texas, has 
turned over $2,000,000 to the Texas 
Presbyterian Foundation. The gift re- 
presented a tithe of an estimated 
$20,000,000 Wynne made when he 






sold his petroleum company interests. 
Members of the Wynne family have 
practiced tithing for many years. 


Prison Probe—Chaplains at Cali- 
fornia State Prison are involved in an 
investigation of a manuscript smug- 
gling from “death row.” One clergy- 
men has taken a lie detector test, but 
another said he would “resent any 
mechanical means calculated to test 
my credibility.” 


Different Reason—Scott Young, 
writing in the Toronto Globe and 
Mail, offers a new explanation as to 
why churches are filled at Christmas 
and Easter. The pulpit is for preach- 
ing, he says, and people who attend 
on these days are pretty sure they are 
going to hear sermons on Christianity. 


Funeral Fight—Too many persons 
have lavish funerals their families can’t 
afford, the Reverend Steen Whiteside 
told the Eugene (Oregon) Ministerial 
Association. The Episcopal minister 
drives a Ford and said he can see no 
reason when he dies “to park my car- 
cass in a Cadillac.” 


Record Crime Year—J. Edgar 
Hoover, FBI director, has disclosed 
that 1956 was the worst year on rec- 
ord for crime. Offenses known to 
police numbered 2,563,150, more than 
300,000 over 1955. A total of 6,970 
Americans were murdered. Direct 
property loss from robberies, burglaries 
and theft totaled $440 million. 


Digest—Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, cancels 
14-day April-May visit to U. S. be- 
cause of illness. . . . Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer, famed medical missionary, 
calls for “the end of further experi- 
ments with atom bombs.” . . . Esti- 
mated 9,000 delegates and visitors to 
attend 50th annual meeting of Ameri- 
can Baptist Convention in Philadel- 
phia May 29-June 4. . . . California 
Supreme Court, in 4-3 decision, up- 
holds constitutionality of state law 
requiring loyalty oath from churches 
and veterans as condition for tax 
exemption. . . . Dr. H. E. Mumma, 
Ohio Methodist minister, to exchange 
pulpit this summer with Dr. C. E. 
Williams, American Church, Paris. 
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CHECKROOM EFFICIENCY 
ANYWHERE 


HAT AND 
COAT RACKS 


Ne. 25 portable 
S ft. against-woll 
rack holds 25 

coots and hots This 
rock holds 50 coots 
and hots 





CHECKROOM EFFICIENCY 
ANYWHERE 


Each coat on a wooden hanger held spaced 
apart from every other; each hat in its 
individual space on a ventilated shelf. Save 
floor space — accommodate 5 people per 
square foot. Rigidly built for lifetime serv- 
ice—welded heavy gauge and square tubular 
furniture steel. Beautifully finished baked on 
enamel, Portable units come on large swivel 
casters. Checker Wall Racks are also avail- 
able in any length by the foot—fit in any- 
where. Mount on wall at any height. 
Standard equipment in churches, schools, 
restaurants, hotels, clubs—in fact, wherever 
there’s a wraps problem. Write for catalog. 
CK-550 


VOGEL-PETERSON COMPANY 


1127 West 37th Street 
Chicago 9, Illinois 








AUTHORS WANTED 
BY N.Y. PUBLISHER 


N. © One of Go nation’s jrageet bask 
publishers seeking man eS Sore Se 
tion, non-fiction, poetry. on to new 
writers. If your work is ready for ‘publication one 
tor booklet C7—4's free, Vantage Press, 120 W. 5 
St., New York 1. 





A YEAR IN CALIFORNIA 


Clergyman desires exchange of furnished 
four-bedroom home in Pasadena, California 
for comparable or smaller home in Washing- 
ton, D. C. area from September, 1957 


Write Bex 5, Christianity Teday 
1014 Washingten Building, Washington 5, D.C. 





Holy Land bound ? 


IF YOU ARE, YOU'LL FIRST WANT TO READ 
THE COMPLETE STUDY AND TRAVEL GUIDE, 


“Around the Mediterranean 
with my Bible” (only $3) 


BY HARRIET-LOUISE H. PATTERSON 


LECTURER, TRAVELER, MINISTER, AUTHOR 


MAIL YOUR CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO 
TOM MAUPIN TOUR ASSOCIATES 
OPERATORS OF TOURS TO THE HOLY LAND 
P.O. BOX 571, LAWRENCE, KANSAS 





The Social Ethic 


“An idolatrous worship of organiza- 
tion” is developing in America, a secular 
magazine editor asserted in Philadelphia 
at the 38th annual meeting of The 
Associated Church Press (148 publica- 
tions with circulation of 13,164,116). 

William H. Whyte, Jr., assistant 
managing editor of Fortune and author of 
The Organization Man, labeled such a 
development “the social ethic.” 

The editor said the social ethic is the 
primary motive today in choosing a ca- 
reer, joining a church, selecting a school 
or moving to the suburbs. He called it 
a fallacy to believe that “belongingness” 
is the primary need of man. 

Instead of joining a church for a 
spiritual experience, the “organized man” 
joins it to identify himself with a social 
group and to have that group make de- 
cisions for him, Whyte said. 

He continued: 

“To some extent, the church itself is 
responsible for making the social ethic a 
quasi-religious drama. For some time the 





‘Stimulating’ 


William B. Arthur, managing edi- 
tor of Look Magazine, made the fol- 
lowing remark in an address at the 
annual meeting of Associated Church 
Press: 

“Among the ‘think’ periodicals, the 
new magazine CurisTianiry Topay 
is the most stimulating.” 











church has been sounding a note of com- 
munity belongingness. In trying to 
drown out the call for rugged individual- 
ism, it has dropped its guard against the 
dangers of the social ethic. 

“It will be the people in the churches 
who will have to know when the time 
has come to make personal decisions and 
influence destiny. It is they who will 
have to determine the real moral issues 
involved in reinforcing the group organi- 
zation by reducing the importance of the 
individual.” 

In another convention address, Dr. 
Liston Pope, dean of Yale Divinity 
School, said the influence of religion on 
human affairs, in one of the world’s most 
critical moments, appears to be “indirect, 
immeasurable and, all told, rather mini- 
mal.” 

“Even in the United States,” Dr. Pope 
said, “religious convictions make little 
discernible difference in American poli- 
cies, though candidates for public office 
may refer piously to Almighty God in 
the closing paragraphs of their campaign 
speeches.” 


He stressed that the extension of 
church membership through the general 
population “should not be allowed to 
obscure the present state of the world and 
its need for a redemptive gospel.” 

In his talk, entitled “Idols of the In- 
telligentsia,” Dr. Pope referred to “man- 
made cults” often cherished by supposed- 
ly educated and sophisticated persons— 
“indifference, objectivity, education, and 
even the great god ‘Reason,’ still dressed 
in his 18th century clothes.” 

“Education,” he said, “is truly good,” 
but he asked: “Is education an adequate 
lamp unto our feet? Have not the best 
educated men been among the most for- 
lorn? Have there not been many who 
moved from the exaltation of the uni- 
versity to the prostration of the psychia- 
trist’s couch?” 

Delegates reaffirmed their opposition 
to the establishment of diplomatic rela- 
tions between the United States and the 
Vatican. 

Peter Day of Milwaukee, executive 
editor of The Living Church (Episcopal) 
was elected president of the organization. 
He succeeds Robert J. Cadigan of Phil- 
adelphia, editor of Presbyterian Life. 


‘Danger to Faith’ 


In what must be considered one of the 
most complimentary denunciations on 
record, the director of the National Cath- 
olic Welfare Conference bureau of in- 
formation declared that Billy Graham is 
“a danger to the faith of all Catholics 
who listen to him.” 

The Rev. John E. Kelly of Washing- 
ton, D. C., writing in the May issue of 
The Homiletic and Pastoral Review, a 
publication confined to Roman Catholic 
clergymen, warned Catholics against at- 
tending Graham’s New York Crusade, 
reading his published works and listening 
to his broadcasts. 

He said, however, that both clerical 
and lay Catholics might “well imitate 
Billy’s dedication, zeal and organization 
in his preaching of Christianity to all 
who fall under the spell of his partial 
gospel.” He also asserted that for the 
unchurched “Billy will be a part-way 
guide to heaven.” 

The Catholic priest lauded Graham 
as a “man of prayer, humbie, dedicated 
and devout” and also praised him for 
giving to “many church-going Protes- 
tants a spiritual Bible-based message 
which they never or only seldom hear.” 

He described Graham’s teachings as 
“false” and “incomplete.” 

The priest said he issued the warning 
because it had been estimated that Cath- 
olic attendance at the New York rallies 
would be “close to if not in the five 
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figure bracket.” 

(The only other official Roman Cath- 
olic denunciation of a Graham campaign 
was made last year in the Philippines, 
where Catholics form a large majority. 
Observers credited the denunciation with 
boosting the crowd for a single service 
to 40,000. More than 5,000 responded 
when the invitation was given to accept 
Jesus Christ. This was the largest re- 
sponse during the world tour.) 





Graham Articles 


George Burnham, news editor of 
Curistianity Topay, will write spe- 
cial articles for an estimated 800 sec- 
ular newspapers and religious publi- 
cations during the entire New York 
Crusade of Billy Graham. 

Burnham, who has covered all 
foreign campaigns of the evangelist, 
will dispatch several articles each 
week, taking readers behind the scenes 
for warm, human interest events to 
supplement the regular press coverage. 

Because of the importance of the 
crusade, the articles will be provided 
without cost, as a public service, by 
CuristTianity Topay. The Chatta- 
nooga News-Free Press began this 
service for major Graham campaigns 
two years ago, when Burnham was 
associated with the newspaper. 











Church Evangelism 


“With whom are we working?” 

“For what are we laboring?” 

These questions, described as essential 
in organizing a local church for evangel- 
ism, will be asked at a_pre-General 
Assembly meeting of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A., by Dr. Bryant M. 
Kirkland, pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

In an address prepared for delivery 
at the assembly, to be held in Omaha, 
Nebraska, May 16-22, Dr. Kirkland says: 

“The answer to these questions ex- 
plain why some churches are impotent.” 

He continues: 

“The contemporary church needs to 
recognize afresh that it is working as a 
missionary community within a pagan 
society and secularist culture. The aver- 
age church is now in a situation as 
comparable to that of a Christian group 
in Bangkok, surrounded by a dominant 
Buddhist culture. There are the common 
factors of modern facilities, relative ethics, 
urbane humanity, swift global communi- 
cation and other universal characteristics 
typical of western life. Nevertheless 
when these are set aside, the church both 
in Bangkok or Boston must make its 


distinctive witness to the living Christ 
who is Saviour and Lord of all who be- 
lieve. We have lost this radical thrust of 
Christianity into the non-Christian as- 
pects of American life. 

“Because this condition has continued, 
the church has another important evan- 
gelistic goal within its own membership. 
People formerly joined the church after 
they were converted. Now a high per- 
centage join with the hope that they 
will be converted. 

“Periodically the Church goes through 
this ‘half-way covenant’ stage as it did in 
colonial New England. Social pressures 
then coerced unregenerate members into 
the Church with the result that stand- 
ards had to be relaxed for their comfort. 
The present popularity of the Church in 
our secular culture has caused the same 
condition. As a result there is as wide 
an evangelistic field within the ranges of 
most local churches as there is in the 
general community without. 

“The Presbyterian New Life Hand- 
book says, “There is now an impatience 
with a_half-realized consciousness of 
Christ and a half-forgotten mission of the 
Church. There is an eager desire for a 
more radical and primitive Christianity.’ 

“The Church is called upon to dis- 
tinguish early that joy of surrender to 
Christ is radically different from the 
desperate lostness of modern man, no 
matter how amiable he may be. When 
the local church senses the desolation of 
the lost and realizes there is a vast dif- 
ference between Christianity and secular- 
ism filled with amenities, thén the local 
programs of evangelism will be strongly 
motivated to overcome inertia. 

“The key to successful employment 
of available programs of local evangelism 
is a ‘situational’ knowledge of individual 
people. Once the major assumptions 
above have been assimilated, it becomes a 
process of witnessing about the new life 
in Christ by individuals to individuals. 





Night of Prayer 


Scores of churches across America 
will hold all-night prayer meetings 
on Wednesday, May 15, to support 
the opening of Billy Graham’s Cru- 
sade in New York’s Madison Square 
Garden. 

The Rev. Armin Gesswein, coor- 
dinator for national prayer support 
through the National Association of 
Evangelicals, said a night of prayer is 
planned for at least one central point 
in each of the 10 major districts of 
the New York area on Tuesday, 
May 14. 














DO YOU 


HAVE 
$300, $500 
or 51,000? 


This will interest YOU... 
Our field representatives 
meet Christian men and 
women quite frequently 
who are looking for places to invest their 
money. Most of them need a return on their 
savings. 

Without exception, all are looking for 
security...a guarantee that they will be 
assured of a generous income. Something 
they can count on as long as they live... 
in good times or bad...regardless of 
whether the stock market is up or down. 

But they’re interested in something else, 










































































You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the pousBLe pivipenps 
provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
generous, guaranteed income as long as 
they live (up to 8%% depending on their 
age) ... plus a share in the Lord’s work... 
they’re overjoyed! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 


DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 
We'll be happy to send you the rree booklet, 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which gives complete de- 
tails of the Moody Annuity Plan—explains 
tax benefits and tells you all about the 
many ministries of Moody Bible Institute. 






























































Send for this Free Booklet Today! 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE CH-57-30-4 
820 N. LaSalle Street + Chicago 10, Illinois 


0 Please send me pouBLE DIVIDENDS, story of 
Moody Annuity Plan. () Please send folder, 
Where There's a Will, relating to steward- 
ship and wills. 

Name 
Address. 


City 
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Birthday or Anniversary? 








CHRISTIANITY TopDaAy will prove an 











ideal gift for that special occasion. 




















FOLDING CHAIRS 


In Steel or Wood ice, 
FOLDING onan | 











WRITE FOR CATALOG 





AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 





\ J.P REDINGTON & Co. 
282, SCRANTON 2, PA. 


ATTENTION—WRITERS! 


Publication of your manuscript in book form Is not 
the end, but the beginning of our service to you. 
This is what your book gets: REVIEWS in key peri- 
odicals, complete PUBLICITY in your own area, ex- 
pert PROMOTION throughout the country, a chance 
for unlimited free EXTRA PRINTINGS. Many titles 
published on some form of subsidy basis. Send your 
manuscript for editorial evaluation to: 


GREENWICH BOOK PUBLISHERS, INC. 
Atten: MR, JESSUP 
489 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 17, N.Y. 
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CLIMBING THE HEIGHTS 
DAILY DEVOTIONS 
Compiled by Al Bryant 


For you, for your family, for 
your friend—this book is ideal. 
The Banner:"’. for family 
or personal dev otions.” 
The Sentey School Times: 
** rich 
Bishop Arthur J. Moore: 
. . Stimulating . 


Regular edition $2.50; “we 
pocket sive, $1.95. 


A Zondervan Publication 


ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER 


People 60 to 80 


APPLY FOR OLD LINE LEGAL 
RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE 


If you are under 80, you can 
still apply for a $1,000 life in- 
surance policy to help take care 
of final expenses without bur- 
dening your family. 

You can handle the entire 
transaction by mail with OLD 
AMERICAN of KANSAS CITY. 
No obligation of any kind. No 
one will call on you! 


Write today for free informa- 


tion. Simply mail postcard or 
letter (giving age) to Old 
American Ins. Co., 1 W. 9th, 


Dept. L416N, Kansas City, Mo. 








. it is tops... 


A Methodist minister in Virginia 
writes: 
“CHRISTIANITY Topay is one of 
the most valuable magazines I re- 
ceive. In variety and general ex- 
cellence of material—spiritual and 
intellectual—it is tops with me.” 


The ideal gift subscription for Chris- 
tian leaders is Curistianiry Topay. 


















Catalog and fine selection 
of sample materials on re- 
quest. Fair Prices. Mention 
whether for Pulpit or Choir. 


De Moulin Bros. & Co. 
1166 South 4th St., Greenville, Ill. 








If you are the talented author 
of on unpublished manuscript, 
let us help gain the recognition 


AUTHORS: 
you deserve. We will publish 


TALENT your BOOK—we will edit, design, 
GOING TO —. promote, advertise and 


WASTE? sell it! Good royalties. 








WRITE FOR FREE COPY OF 
COMET PRESS BOOKS, Dept. CA-5 200 Varick St., W. Y. 14 





HOW TO PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
32° 











“Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen wrote con- 
cerning the six times in life when peo- 
ple’s hearts are tender. It is through 
these gates that they can be reached for 
Christ. 

“Young people respond during the 
three progressive opportunities of growth: 
when they are fashioning their basic per- 
sonalities, when they are getting married, 
when they are having their children. 
Mature people respond to the three deep 
experiences of life: when one first begins 
to taste limitations or failure, when some- 
one dear passes away, when a person 
knows his own sunset to be at hand. 

“A remarkable demonstration of these 
principles into a city situation has been 
described by Reverend Tom Allan, field 
organizer of the ‘Tell Scotland’ move- 
ment, in his book, The Face of My Parish. 
The four phases of this mission included: 
(1) visitation by laymen of 1,854 homes 
within 10 days; (2) person-to-person 
follow-up and witnessing with literature; 
(3) the organization of Bible and cate- 
chism study classes to answer the ques- 
tions of the new group, and (4) the for- 
mation of small groups for spiritual 
fellowship and closely knitted mutual 
care. 

“The phenomenal result of this work 
led to a new conviction that what we 
need is ‘more missionary parishes rather 
than more parish missions.’ When the 
love of Christ and the power of the Holy 
Spirit come upon the leaders of any local 
church and they face their challenge of 
whom they are seeking and what they are 
trying to do, then they can carry out the 
many tested plans for local church evan- 
gelism which range from personal visita- 
tion, through fellowship evangelism, to 
educational evangelism and preaching 
evangelism all united in an articulated 
plan. 

“Canon Bryan Green summarized the 
problem in The Practice of Evangelism 
when he said that evangelism is not a 
group of Christians sitting down calmly 
to draw up a blueprint but rather a 
thinking, praying, struggling group dis- 
covering an adaptation of some well-tried 
method which is baptized afresh by the 
Spirit who is guiding them. 


Literature Council 


A Churchmen’s Council for Decent 
Literature has been formed in Washing- 
ton, D. C., to consider a national effort 
toward stemming the flood of porno- 
graphic magazines. 

O. K. Armstrong of Springfield, Mo., 
prominent Baptist layman and a member 
of the editorial staff of Reader’s Digest, 
was named chairman of the national ad- 
visory committee which will lay plans 





for a permanent organization to coordi- 
nate Protestant effort in the field. 

Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, of Washington 
D. C., secretary of national affairs for 
the National Association of Evangelicals, 
was named secretary-treasurer. 

The committee will comprise 15 mem 
bers. Five are to be chosen by denomi- 
nations afhliated with the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, five by denominations 
affliated with the NAE, and five to rep- 
resent denominations not affliated with 
either organization. 





MIDDLE EAST 





Turmoil in Jordan 


The control of civilian traffic, long a 
world woe, almost touched off a world 
war last month in Jordan. 

On April 7 King Hussein was in- 
formed by the Chief of Police that a 
strong force of Arab Legion tanks was 
moving into Amman. When asked why, 
leftist Premier Nabulsi said they were 
needed to control regular traffic. 

King Hussein soon learned, however, 
that the movement had a far more sinister 
meaning. He was quoted as saying it was 
a communist-inspired plot to assassinate 
or dethrone him. 

The Nabulsi government was attempt- 
ing to form closer ties with Russia. 

On April 10, the king said he de- 
manded Nabulsi’s resignation. In the 
next three days, he asserted the leftist 
and nationalist parties controlled by Na- 
bulsi and his allies blocked all attempts 
at getting a new cabinet formed. 

Hussein promised a fight to the 
finish. He proclaimed martial law and 
formed a new government. 

The United States, terming the inde- 
pendence and integrity of Jordan as 
“vital,” ordered the Sixth Fleet back to 
the eastern Mediterranean so suddenly 
that 150 sailors were left happily strand- 
ed on leave in Paris. 

It appeared, at presstime, that Hussein 
was explosively successful in turning 
back the communist-inspired effort. 

Many Christian observers are of the 
opinion that the problem in the Middle 
East runs deeper than the threat from 
the north and the instability of Arab 
governments. They believe the problem 
of the Middle East is the problem of 
Jerusalem—a religious problem, primarily, 
superimposed on the politico-economic 
troubles. 

Islam, Jews and Roman Catholics are 
striving to control Jerusalem. 

There are few “believers” in the Prot- 
estant evangelical, or New Testament 
sense. 
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THE BIBLE: Book of the Month 


And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world 
cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye 


know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you (John 14:16, 17) 


€ Our Lord’s prayers as Intercessor, are 
not to be regarded as in kind precisely 
like ours. We as sinners confess our of- 
fences, and pray for pardon through the 
atoning blood of Jesus Christ. But his 
prayers are to be regarded, as declarative 
of his sovereign will and pleasure in re- 
gard to his people, who have been given 
to him in the covenant of redemption, 
and over whom he has thrown the robe 
of his own righteousness.—JoHn J. OWEN. 
* Two promises, like heavenly merchant- 
vessels, brought salvation to our world. 
The first promise brought the Messiah 
into the world in the flesh; the second, 
in the Spirit—the first, to be crucified; 
the second, to crucify the sins of his peo- 
ple—the first, to empty himself; the 
second, to fill the believer with heavenly 
gifts and graces—the first, to sanctify him- 
self as a sin-offering upon the altar; the 
second, to give repentance and pardon as 
a Prince and a Saviour.—CHrisTIAN 
EvANs. 


ANOTHER COMFORTER 
€ The Spirit is said to be ‘another’ Advo- 


cate, not because he differs in essence 
from the Lord, who is also and will re- 
main an Advocate of the disciples (I John 
2:1), but because there are differences 
between his activity and that of the Lord. 
The Lord’s work in the days of his flesh, 
for example, was visible and for a time 
only; the Spirit's work is invisible and 
permanent.—R. H. Licurroor. 

The fact that the Lord here called the 
Holy Spirit “another Comforter” also 
proves him to be a person, and a Divine 
person. It is striking to observe that in 
this verse we have mentioned each of the 
three persons of the blessed Trinity: “I 
will pray the Father, and he shall give 
you another Comforter.".—ArtHur W. 
Pink. 

" In our present modern English Com- 
forter has a very narrower range of mean- 
ing than its etymology would give it, and 
than probably it had when it was first 
used in an English translation. Comforter 
means a great deal more than consoler, 
though we have narrowed it to that sig- 
nification almost exclusively. It means 
not only one who administers sweet whis- 
pers of consolation in sorrow, but one 
who by his presence makes strong.— 


ALEXANDER MACLAREN. 


€ The literal etymological meaning of 
the word is, “One-called to be beside an- 
other.” The word is used in classical 
Greek, and a word of similar etymology, 
from which our word “advocate” is de- 
rived, is used in classical Latin writers to 
denote a person who patronizes another 
in a judicial cause, and who appears in 
support of him. It was the custom, before 
the ancient tribunals, for the parties to 
appear in court, attended by one or more 
of their most powerful and influential 
friends, who were called paracletes—the 
Greek term—or advocates—the Latin term. 
They were persons who, prompted by 
affection, were disposed to stand by their 
friend; and persons, in whose knowledge, 
wisdom, and truth, the individual having 
the cause had confidence.—JoHn Brown. 


SPIRIT OF TRUTH 


€ He is the Spirit of truth, not as if he 
brought new truth. To suppose that he 
does so, opens the door to all manner of 
fanaticism, but the truth, the revelation 
of which is all summed and finished in 
the person and work of Jesus Christ, is 
the weapon by which the divine Spirit 
works all his conquests, the staff on 
which he makes us lean and be strong.— 
ALEXANDER MACLAREN. 

€ The Spirit comforts his people by 
means of the truth revealed in his Word, 
enabling them to understand its import, 
to feel its power, and especially to apply 
it, in the exercise of an appropriating 
faith, to the case of their own souls. . . . 
The believer's comfort is often, for a time, 
weak and fluctuating, just because his 
views of divine truth are dim and indis- 
tinct; but as these become, under the 
teaching of the Spirit, more clear and 
comprehensive, his comfort also becomes 
more settled and stable—Rosert Bu- 
CHANAN. 

« He applies the truth to the conscience, 
and makes the guilty read their own sen- 
tence of condemnation by the light of the 
fires of Sinai; and then he shows them 
the atoning blood, and prompts them to 
pray for pardon. The Holy Spirit on 
earth awakens sinners, convinces them of 
sin, draws them to the throne of grace, 
and breathes into them intense prayers 
for pardon. He renews them, and puri- 
fies them, and makes them temples of his 
grace, and heirs of glory. He opens the 





blind eyes, and unstops the deaf ears, 
and makes the lame man leap as an hart, 
and the tongue of the dumb to sing.— 
CuRrIsTIAN Evans. 


WORLD CANNOT RECEIVE 


€ The unbelieving are unsusceptible to 
the Spirit, because the capacity of inward 
vision (of experimental perception) of 
the Spirit is wanting to them; He is to 
them something unknown and foreign, 
so that they have no subjective point of 
attachment for receiving Him.—H. A. W. 
MEYER. 

€ The meaning must needs be this, till 
men have some experience of the work 
of the Spirit upon their hearts; till he 
hath been a sanctifier in them, and 
caused them to believe, they cannot re- 
ceive him as Comforter. Why? Because 
there is not matter wherewithal to com- 
fort them; they must first be in the state 
of grace before they can be comforted by 
being in the state of grace. —TuHomas 
Goopwin. 

€ He is an advocate for the church, in, 
with, and against the world. Such an ad 
vocate is one that undertaketh the pro- 
tection and defence of another as to any 
cause wherein he is engaged. The cause 
where in the disciples of Christ are en- 
gaged in and against the world is the 
truth of the gospel, the power and king- 
dom of their Lord and Master. This they 
testify unto; this is opposed by the world; 
and this, under various forms, appear- 
ances, and pretences, is that which they 
suffer reproaches and persecutions for in 
every generation. In this cause the Holy 
Spirit is their advocate, justifying Jesus 
Christ and the gospel against the world. 
—Joun Owen. 


ABIDES FOREVER 


The Holy Spirit does not dwell in our 
hearts as we dwell in our house, inde- 
pendent of it, walking through it, shortly 
to leave it; but he so inheres in and 
cleaves to us that, tho we were thrown 
into the hottest crucible, he and we could 
not be separated. The fiercest fire could 
not dissolve the union. Even the body is 
called the temple of the Holy Spirit; and 
tho at death he may leave it at least in 
part, to bring it again to greater glory in 
the resurrection, yet as far as our inward 
man is concerned, he never departs from 
us. In that sense he is with us forever.— 
ABRAHAM KuyPER. 

© With whom the Spirit abides, and 
while he abides with them, they cannot 
utterly forsake God nor be forsaken of 
him; for they who have the Spirit of God 
are the children of God: but God hath 
promised that his Spirit shall abide with 
believers for ever.—JoHN Owen. 
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ATONEMENT BY-PASSED 


The Theology of the Sacraments, by 
D. M. Baillie. Scribners, New York, 
1957. $3.00. 

These kindly and facile lectures by the 
late D. M. Baillie on The Theology of the 
Sacraments have a deceptively earnest air 
that almost covers the gaping lacks in 
content. A theological study of the sacra- 
ments is much needed at this present time, 
but it seems incredible that a book can 
be offered on the subject which by-passes 
the events and the meaning of the events 
celebrated and commemorated in the 
sacraments. 

With regard to baptism, Baillie is 
aware only in passing “that in New Testa- 
ment thought baptism was closely con- 
nected with the death and resurrection of 
Christ” (p. 74), and that “in the Patristic 
Age circumcision was regarded as having 
foreshadowed baptism as the ‘seal’ of 
God’s people” (p. 83 ftnote). Almost 
nothing more is said. He neglects, more- 
over, all mention of baptism as a sign of 
regeneration, its relation to regeneration, 
its significance in terms of the atonement, 
and, beyond a bare citation of the West- 
minster standards, any account of the 
significance of baptism in relation to the 
doctrine of the covenant. As a result, to 
say that baptism has from the beginning 
meant “incorporation into the new Israel, 
the Body of Christ which is the Church” 
(p. 79), is merely to say that it consti- 
tutes the ritual of initiation into member- 
ship without any regard for the meaning 
of that fact. That it involves cleansing 
anc the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is 
true enough, but these results are under- 
standable only in terms of what baptism 
is in itself, and the manner in which we 
relate the covenant and regeneration to 
baptism will condition our concept of 
cleansing and the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Baillie’s theological waywardness is even 
more apparent in his treatment of the 
Lord’s Table. Here he deserts completely 
the Protestant, and especially the Re- 
formed, faith by separating the doctrine 
of the table from the death and resurrec- 
tion, i.e. the atonement, and interpreting 
it in terms of the incarnation (p.58). In 
view of Baillie’s disregard for the doc- 
trines of propitiation and substitution, it 
is not surprising that the atonement is by- 
passed. By relating both sacraments to 
the incarnation, it follows inevitably that 
instead of creation and redemption, im- 
manence and incarnation become the 


orbit of his theology, an orientation which 
destroys the biblical sense of the incarna- 
tion. The consequence of such thought 
has always been the concept of a sacra- 
mental universe (pp. 42 ff.), with im- 
manence swallowing up the transcendence 
of God. Such a view regards the sacra- 
ments then as a continuation of the in- 
carnation rather than a setting forth of the 
death and resurrection, of atonement, 
preservation, sanctification and union. 
Thus Baillie is drawn to this Roman, Or- 
thodox and Anglo-Catholic view (pp. 61 
ff.) of the sacraments. Although, under 
the impact of Newbigin’s thinking, he re- 
jects this extension view without surren- 
dering it, he cannot adequately replace it 
with a Protestant view but must speak of 
a continuity or “extension of the incarna- 
tion wholly dependent on the Word and 
the Spirit” (p. 66). The tie, thus, with 
the incarnation is made tenuous but not 
broken. Inevitably, such thinking must 
be faced with the problem of the Real 
Presence, and Baillie is, although irreso- 
lutely. He has no awareness of the very 
different conceptions of the Real Presence 
that develop from immanence and in- 
carnation theology as opposed to the Real 
Presence of a high doctrine of the atone- 
ment. Calvin’s belief in the Real Presence 
is based on the atonement and trans 
cendence, not on immanence, and in the 
Calvinist tradition there is a greater sense 
of the corporateness of communion, as 
Brilioth has seen and Baillie notes. This 
greaic; emphasis on fellowship and corpo- 
ratencis is due to the drawing together of 
the redeemed in Christ, whereas the 
Roman concept draws the participants 
closer to creation and its drama of life and 
infusion. 

Moreover, the concept of a sacramental 
universe, seemingly so respectful of na- 
ture, actually implies that nature is some- 
thing which must at least be overcome or 
supplanted by grace, whereas nature is 
rather restored as nature by grace. Nature, 
even fallen nature, witnesses to God and 
gives Him glory; even the wrath of man 
praises Him. There is no need to make 
nature over into sacrament, thus robbing 
both nature and sacrament of meaning. 

It is not surprising that Baillie, when 
he does finally speak of Calvary as sacri- 
fice, regards it as “an eternal sacrifice” 
(p. 116) and then confuses Christ's 
present intercessory work as priest with 
sacrifice and calls it “a continual offering 
of himself to God on behalf of men” 
(p. 117). When the one act of Calvary 
lacks full validity, the Roman doctrine of 
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the continuing sacrifice of the mass and 
Baillie’s “eternal sacrifice” become neces- 


x his brief article, “Philosophers and 
Theologians on the Freedom of the Will,” 
Baillie has a happy grasp of certain aspects 
of the question, as he deals, for example, 
with “the paradox of hedonism,” i.e., 
that “the quest of happiness defeats it- 
self,” and then draws attention to the 
similar “ ‘paradox of moralism,’ the fact 
that the quest of goodness defeats itself. 
It is not precisely by trying to make our- 
selves into good men that we become 
good men.” Moralism defeats itself and 
produces Phariseeism, while “the best 
kind of living, or the finest type of 
character, does not come through sheer 
volitional effort to realize the ideal, but 
in a more indirect way, as the fruit of a 
life of faith in God” (pp. 136 f.). 


R. J. Rusppoony 


APPROACHING FOOTSTEPS 


When Christ Comes Again, by Jac. 

J. Muller. Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 

London. 7s.6d. 

The author grips our attention at the 
outset when he says that those who have 
received grace spiritually to diagnose the 
present age “cannot fail to hear in the 
mighty upheavals” of our time “the ap- 
proaching footsteps of the returning 
Saviour” (p. 13). But in discussing the 
Signs of the Times he wisely eschews the 
dogmatism of those who place the end 
immediately ahead. 

Discussing the rise and dominion of 
the antichrist, he says this will be the 
most outstanding sign of the approaching 
return of Christ. Precursors of the anti- 
christ have appeared, but the antichrist 
is yet to appear out of the midst of the 
universal falling away—“an individual of 
unique personality—a genius with almost 
supernatural gifts and talents—a super- 
man—the perfected product of a culture 
and civilization devoid of God—a prodigy 
among men by reason of which he will 
exert his powerful deceiving influence” 
(p. 29). Dr. Muller indicates three 
portents in our present-day world from 
which a godless dictator may arise (p. 32). 

Christ’s visible coming on the clouds of 
heaven will terminate the history of this 
sinful world, delivering His people out of 
the great tribulation and ushering in the 
judgment of mankind and the transfor- 
mation of the earth. Dr. Muller rejects 
both pre-millennialism and_post-millen- 
nialism. He characterises the optimism of 
the latter as “evolutionary optimism”. 
This seems rather hard on post-millen- 
nialists like Dr. B. B. Warfield. 

In the chapter on the Resurrection, Dr. 
\iuller states that “the expectation of all 
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OF MAN..? 


... ¢an a boy become 
who has never known 
about the teachings of 
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Will he grow up to set money, power and posi- 
tion as his only goals in life? Or, will he believe 
in the power of love and friendship and good- 
will among all men, as the Lord Jesus taught? 


The gifts of Christian friends enable us to send 
missionaries to isolated rural areas to start sun- 
day schools. Through the teaching of His Word, 
many of these children will be lead to hecome 
Christian and will develop into fine men and 
women. 
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the peoples of the world” looks for the 
resurrection of the body and life ever- 
lasting (p. 43). Later he reverts to the 
witness of the human heart (p. 77). But 
the human heart is more inclined to sup- 
press the truth than publish it. Dr. Muller 
only turns aside momentarily; he speedily 
has recourse to the real basis of belief in 
the resurrection—the explicit testimony of 
the Bible. Dealing with the nature of the 
resurrection body, he shows himself a 
sound expositor. 

A pleasing feature of the three chapters 
on the Judgment, Hell, and Heaven is 
that Dr. Muller appears not only as a 
faithful interpreter of Scripture, but as 
an earnest evangelist. 

In the last chapter—on “The New 
Earth”—the tree of life bearing twelve- 
fold fruit (Rev. 22:2) is not understood 
as merely spiritual, but also as conveying 
an indication of the glorified state of 
nature. The saints will enjoy both ma- 
terial and spiritual blessings on the new 
earth; heaven and earth will intermingle, 
and God will fill both with His glory. 

This is a fine book from the pen of an 
able theologian. It has passed through 
many reprints in its original Afrikaans. 
May this English translation have like 
success! W. J. Grier. 


TOUCHY PROBLEM 


One Marriage Two Faiths, by James 

H. S. Bossard and Eleanor S. Boll. 

Ronald Press, New York, 1957. 

$3.50. 

Professor Bossard needs no introduc- 
tion to the sociological world. He is the 
author of numerous works in this field 
and his co-author in this book has worked 
closely with him for a number of years. 
The purpose of this volume is to answer 
the innumerable questions and problems 
of men and women who are puzzled about 
interfaith marriages. The answers to 
these questions are based upon case 
histories for a quarter of a century or more 
which involves information from parents, 
relatives, children and grandchildren as 
well as from the couples themselves. This 
methodology, of course, gives an authori- 
tative ring to the whole study. 

Few young people contemplating mar- 
riage have understood the real meaning of 
interfaith marriages. Rarely do they stop 
to think that interfaith marriage involves 
the union of two distinctive personalities, 
two differing ways of thinking and living 
in life’s most intimate relationship. These 
differences manifest themselves in atti- 
tudes and actions at every level of ex- 
perience especially in the patterns of 
sexual behavior. 

The authors go on to point out that not 





only religious differences but national 





variations within the religious group and 
social class differences can pose real prob- 
lems in marital adjustment. 

As for the prevalence of mixed marri- 
ages we have no adequate data. Available 
sources consist of special restricted studies 
which, when combined, give us only a 
relatively reliable answer. These data in- 
dicate that marriage across religious lines 
is large and is increasing in volume. 
Studies made of Lutheran mixed mar- 
riages indicate that from 1936 to 1950 
Lutherans have been increasingly marry- 
ing outside of their church. At present 
more than 58 percent marry into other 
communions. 

A chapter is devoted to the churches 
and mixed marriage. From the inception 
of Christianity the church has frowned 
upon interfaith marriages. The Roman 
Catholic position is fairly well known. 
This church has sought to secure its con- 
trol over marriage between a Catholic and 
a non-catholic by the use of the Ante- 
nuptial Contract and Promises instru- 
ment. Selected Protestant attitudes and 
policies indicate that the majar denomina- 
tions in the United States are o to 
interfaith marriages, especially with Ro- 
man Catholics and Jews. Reasons given 
for opposition to mixed marriages are as 
follows: (1) they are a threat to the 
membership strength; (2) they interfere 
with religious observances; (3) most 
churches look upon marriage and the 
family as a special province of their in- 
terest and control; and (4) mixed mar- 
riages are a threat to family unity and 
stability as well as the general cultural 
heritage of the church. It is interesting to 
note that lay people in the church are 
not as strong in their opposition to mixed 
marriages as the clergy. 

All ns contemplating an inter- 
faith marriage should study carefully 
chapters six through eight which deal 
with the husband-wife, parent-child rela- 
tionships and solutions which have 
worked in interfaith marriage adjust- 
ments. Young people who are deeply in 
love feel that they can iron out all of 
their marital problems by intellectualiz- 
ing. But if the records of this book are 
accurate, they indicate “that parental 
feeling supersede romantic love and in- 
dividualism” (p. 114). When a baby 
comes both parents feel protective and 
possessive about it. Both families try to 
raise the child and as a result he is torn 
in choosing his religion and philosophy of 
life between two sides of the family. This 
results not only in “taking sides” with the 
family but in inner conflict for the child. 
Nor does the matter end here. The divi- 
siveness extends to brothers and sisters as 
well as parents and tends to divide them 
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into opposing camps. This is the basic 
tragedy of many interfaith marriages. 

Professor Bossard is too wise to offer 
simple and naive solutions to interfaith 
marriages. But on the basis of case studies 
he discovered that mixed marriages some- 
times work out successfully when the 
following principles are followed: (1) 
where one of the mates accepts the reli- 
gious culture of the other; (2) when the 
couple withdraws from most social con- 
tacts and live in relative social isolation; 
(3) when each one goes his own way 
with relative freedom; (4) when couples 
agree that there shall be no children in 
their families; (5) when both have a 
common bond of indifference to the 
church and what it stands for; and (6) 
when there is a compromise between in- 
telligent persons who both give and take 
on the issues involved in a mixed mar- 
riage. Professor Bossard hastens to add, 
however, that the above observations 
gleaned from case histories are used to 
illustrate, not to indicate finality of judg- 
ment. 

This book tackles a touchy problem 
with real insight and frankness. It is 
based upon the solid facts of sociological 
research. Ministers, social workers and 
marriage counselors will find it invaluable 
in helping young people to choose wisely 
a mate. The book admirably supple- 
ments, from a sociological point of view, 
the more religious approach to the prob- 
lem of interfaith marriages by Dr. James 
A. Pike in his book If You Marry Outside 
of Your Faith. 

H. Henvesz BarNnetTTe 


ADVANCED LIBERALISM 


Beginnings in Theology, by Jack 
Finegan. Association Press, New 
York, 1956. $3.00. 

The writer of this book is Professor of 
New Testament Literature and Interpre- 
tation, in the Pacific School of Religion, 
Berkeley, California and is a minister in 
the Disciples of Christ Church. 

The viewpoint presented is that of 
advanced liberalism. There is but little 
reference to or scant sympathy for the 
great historic doctrines of the Christian 
faith as these have been held by practi- 
cally all branches of the church until 
comparatively recent times. Such doc- 
trines as the full inspiration and authority 
of the Scriptures, the Trinity, the Deity 
of Christ, the fall of man and his redemp- 
tion through the sacrificial death of Christ 
on Calvary are scarcely mentioned. For 
the most part these are simply passed 
over. 

The fall of man, recorded in cane 
three, is referred to as, “a poetic story 
early beginnings” (p. 48), designed . 





teach than man is no mere automaton, 
not governed by habit and instinct as are 
the animals but rather a free agent able 
to make final choices. We believe, how- 
ever, that the fall was an actual, historical 
event. Our belief is strengthened to the 
point of certainty when in the New 
Testament salvation is declared to be 
through Christ on precisely the same rep- 
resentative principle as was the fall in 
Adam (Rom. 5:12; I Cor. 15:22). 

The theory of evolution is advanced as 
the explanation of man’s origin. We are 
told that in the course of time “man stood 
up on his two feet, and attained an erect 
posture, and was able to see farther and 
to have his hands set free” (p. 81) and 
so attained a position higher than that of 
the animals. 

But the evolutionists always have a 
dificult time fitting Jesus Christ into 
their scheme. His appearance in the 
course of history nearly two thousand 
years ago, when the world still was quite 
primitive and backward, rather than at 
the end of history where, according to 
their theory, he logically belongs, has 
always been an embarrassing problem. 
But when he is held to be only the fairest 
flower of humanity, rather than deity in- 
carnate in the historic sense of that term, 
the problem is not so difficult. That is 
the writer’s solution, and on three dif- 
ferent occasions we are told that “Jesus 
Christ stands at the height of human 
development” (pp. 79, 81, 87). 

In a chapter entitled, “Christ and the 
Other Religions,” the writer rejects the 
view that Christianity alone can be classed 
as true and the other religions false. 
Rather, much truth and much good is 
said to exist in the various religions. The 
philosophy of the Greeks is likened to 
Judaism as a schoolmaster to bring us to 
Christ (p. 103). Other religions, we are 
told, are not primarily false but only im- 
mature, and the religion of Christ is de- 
scribed as “the religion of maturity,” the 
ideal, which is to be held up so that all 
may come to mature manhood. This, of 
course, ignores the fact that the pagan 
religions have utterly failed to find a cure 
for sin, and that nations and civilizations 
under their influence for centuries or even 
millenniums have virtually stagnated, 
while only where Christianity has gone 
has there been real progress. So great has 
been the contrast that it does not seem 
possible that any informed person should 
hesitate to declare that Christianity is 
true and the others false. 

The incarnation of Christ is discussed. 
But the term is used in a sense quite 
foreign to that in which it has been used 
in traditional theology, which is, that 
Christ, the second person of the Trinity, 
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ters which have long been recognized as among those best proclaiming 
God’s message to man. Using the expository method, the author ex- 
plores each verse of Scripture to find its meaning and beauty for today. 

Billy Graham, in his introduction, calls this a collection of Dr, Yates’ 
finest work and effort—doctrinally sound, Christ-centered, and thought- 
provoking. $2.50 


Other helpful books by Dr. Yates: 


Preaching from the PROPHETS 


This volume contains studies of eighteen Old Testament books of 
prophecy. The author gives intimate glances into political, social, and 
religious backgrounds as he elucidates the spiritual ideas and preaching 
values of the prophets’ writings. $2.50 


Preaching from the PSALMS 


In a crisp, interesting style, Dr. Yates interprets twenty of the best- 
loved Psalms into the language and problems of the present day. $2.50 
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came to earth, took upon himself human 
nature and so was both God and man, one 
person in two natures. Rather it is here 
made to mean: (1) that Christ was a real 
historical character, as contrasted with the 
mythological characters in the religions of 
the Philistines, Greeks, and Egyptians 
(i.e., Baal, Demeter, and Osiris); and (2) 
that the teaching of Jesus is for every- 
body, that is, universal in its application, 
rather than restricted within narrow 
boundaries and intended only for limited 
groups, as was that of Judaism, Hinduism, 
Zoroastrianism, etc. 

This kind of reasoning should hardly 
pass as theology. It offers no adequate 
explanation as to why such a death as 
Christ died on Calvary was necessary, or 
how his death can be of any particular 
benefit to us other than as a vague 
example of unselfish service. The Scrip- 
tures represent Christ as going to the cross 
purposefully and voluntarily. No mere 
man in his right mind would offer himself 
for crucifixion merely to make an impres- 
sion on his fellow men. Such action 
would amount to suicide, and would pro- 
duce revulsion and disgust, not admira- 
tion. Unless the suffering of Christ was 
designed to make atonement for sin, it 
can have no special value for us. Further- 
more, the claims that he made concerning 
himself—in regard to his deity, and his 
coming again to be the judge of all man- 
kind—cannot be fitted into the liberal 
view. We are forced to the conclusion 
that either he was God in human flesh, or 
he was not good; either he is our Lord 
and Master to be worshipped, or he was 
an imposter. Liberalism has never been 
able to solve these problems. They are 
not solved in this book. 

Loraine BorETTNER. 


HEBREW LITERATURE 


The Wisdom of the Torah, by 
Dagobert D. Runes (editor). Philo- 
sophical, New York. 

This book deals with the Hebrew Bible 
in toto and not with the commonly ac- 
cepted idea of the first five books as the 
Torah. 

One or two short paragraphs are de- 
voted to the background of the men 
whose writings the author has used. 

The book is arranged around the 
themes of ballad, poem, parable, elegy, 
vision, lament, ethic, and aphorism. 

The value of this book is in its entho- 
logical nature. Dr. Runes has drawn to- 
gether into one volume the choicest types 
of Hebrew literature. An evening spent 
reading this book will help one to define 
in one’s own thinking the various types 
of Hebrew wisdom evident in the Torah. 
Frep E. Youno 
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South Africa is attracting much critical 
attention nowadays because of the racial 
tensions which exist within her terri- 
tories. Having spent no less than twenty- 
two years in that country, I am not un- 
familiar with the problems with which 
its leaders are faced—problems which are 
probably more complicated and perplex- 
ing than those demanding solution in 
any other part of the world. Indeed, the 
racial puzzle is such that, contrary to the 
facile assumptions and presumptions of 
some who offer advice or criticism from 
an uninvolved distance, it cannot be un- 
ravelled overnight. 

€ It has become a popular pastime with 
long-distance mud-slingers to besmirch 
the name of the Dutch Reformed 
Church in South Africa. This seems to 
me a particularly reprehensible occupa- 
tion, especially when Christians engage 
in it. Almost invariably it reveals ignor- 
ance and prejudice. The strong and vir- 
ile Calvinism of the Dutch Reformed 
Church seems to arouse the passions of 
some to whom it is uncongenial, and the 
odium theologicum seizes the oppor- 
tainty to rear its ugly head. There are, 
beyond doubt, elements in the Dutch 
Reformed Church at which an accusing 
finger may be pointed. But that is true 
without exception of every Church in 
Christendom; and if the whole is to be 
condemned because of the deficiencies 
of a part, who then shall be able to 
stand? 

“ A considerable and understanding ar- 
ticle on “The Dilemma of the Dutch 
Reformed Churches in South Africa” by 
the Rev. Leonard Heap appears in the 
April issue of The Congregational Quar- 
terly. (There are, in fact, three Dutch 
Reformed denominations in South Af- 
rica, hence the plural in his title— 
though, as he points out, it is custom- 
ary and convenient to speak of the 
Dutch Reformed Church.) It is certainly 
worthy of note that a South African 
Congregationalist minister, who pretends 
to no particular predilection for the Cal- 
vinistic theology, should write of the 
Dutch Reformed Church, which he is 
able to observe at close quarters, that 
“there is probably no Church in the 
world which demands a higher level of 
academic training for its ministry”, that 
“of all the major denominations in South 
Africa there is none which is more pas- 
sionately enthusiastic in its evangelical 
witness”, and that it shows “great en- 


thusiasm for missionary enterprise”. He 
goes on to speak of ‘ ‘the abundant flow 
of young men from the churches and 
from the Afrikaans universities offering 
themselves as missionaries and of the 
many laymen who “give themselves un- 
stintingly to part-time mission work 
amongst both white and black”. 

@ Father Trevor Huddlestone, who since 
his return to England from South Africa 
has become something of a national 
figure as a champion of the South Af- 
rican native and whose recent book 
Nought For Your Comfort immediately 
became a best-seller, has given so one- 
sided a picture of the South African 
scene and is so obsessed with denuncia- 
tion, that he can hardly fail to defeat his 
own well-intentioned purposes by help- 
ing to produce a situation of exasperation 
rather than of balanced reasonableness. 
It would seem that he has eyes only for 
what is bad in South Africa and not for 
what is good—and there are good things 
being done, even for the native in South 
Africa. Of Father Huddlestone Mr. 
Heap writes that he “failed to enter 
into and understand sympathetically the 
whole picture of spiritual conditioning, 
temptation, dilemma and struggle which 
is taking place in our country.” Criticism 
is, as he observes, “necessary and desir- 
able, but criticism which is devoid of 
human understanding is worse than fu- 
tile, it is even unChristian”. 

€ In his significant book Die Kleur-Krisis 
en die Weste (of which, I believe, an 
English translation is available) Dr. Ben 
Marais of Pretoria University expresses 
the opinion that color-prejudice, a com- 
paratively late phenomenon in European 
history, is to be explained as a fruit of 
slavery. He emphasizes that racial sep- 
arateness (apartheid )cannot be demon- 
strated as a scriptural principle but only 
separateness from sin, the separateness of 
believers from unbelievers. The oneness 
of all believers in Christ cuts across and 
transcends (although it does not neces- 
sarily abolish) racial and social distinc- 
tions. “I can think”, he says, “of few 
things more greatly in conflict with the 
spirit of the New Testament than an 
absolute apartheid which would, on 
whatever ground, sunder groups of fel- 
low-believers into two different worlds 
without any real communication or vital 
fellowship in love and faith. This was 
never the historical policy of our Church, 
and I hope and believe that it never will 





be our policy. Where separation is de- 
sirable and necessary . . . we must con- 
stantly seek in one way or another to give 
open expression to our oneness in 
Christ. One Lord has died for us, one 
Leader goes before us, and we are bound 
to each other by one love and one faith. 
We may not be shut off from each other 
(p. 298) 

If anyone thinks that the leaders of 
the Dutch Reformed Church are incapa- 
ble of self-criticism, let him read the 
little book Whither—South Africa? by 
Dr. B. B. Keet of Stellenbosch Univer- 
sity (who, like Dr. Ben Marais, is a theo- 
logical professor and a minister of the 
Dutch Reformed Church). A more can- 
did, courageous and relevant essay in 
self-criticism will not be found anywhere. 
Indeed, self-criticism is, according to Dr. 
Keet, “a necessary condition in estab- 
lishing good human relations; if that is 
lacking, there can be no improvement” 
(p. 89). He calls for recognition of the 
fact “that color, after all, is not of funda- 
mental importance in human relations; 
that the war we have to wage is not be- 
tween white and black, but between civ- 
ilization and barbarism, or, if you will, 
between Christianity and heathenism”; 
and that accordingly the only antithesis 
which makes sense is “that between good 
and evil, justice and_injustice, one which 
concerns both black and white, and in 
which they can fight shoulder to shoul- 
der” (pp. 14 f.). Again, he wisely writes: 
“The fear motive cannot, of course, be 
unconditionally condemned. The danger 
that so-called white civilization may be 
at the mercy of a barbarian or semi-bar- 
barian majority is not an imaginary one. 
But barbarism must not be identified with 
color, or the loss of our white skin be rep- 
resented as the greatest evil that we have 
to guard against” (pp. 47 f.). It is his 
concluding judgment that “white leader- 
ship in South Africa has a wonderful 
opportunity, unique of its kind, to point 
out a way along which the world can 
move towards sound Christian human 
relations” (p. 96). 

It has long been my conviction that, 
from the religious point of view at least, 
the shape of things to come in South 
Africa rests with the Dutch Reformed 
Church more than with any other group. 
If I am right, then this great Church 
needs encouragement and constructive 
understanding from without, as well as 
challenge. The way forward for them 
and for all of us must be that of true 
and manifest brotherhood with fellow- 
believers “of all nations and peoples and 
tongues” who have “washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb”. Puitie Epccumse HucHes 
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in two entirely separate worlds!” 











































































































































































































































































































JUST TO HELP 
COVER SHIPPING 
EXPENSES OF THIS 


FREE 30 DAYS SUPPLY OF 


VITAMIN: 


A SUPER HIGH-POTENCY TONIC KAPP * 


Containing 36 Minerals, Enzymes, 
Lypytropic factors and Important Nutrients 


Each Dr. Parker ® Vitalizing Tonic Cap includes 36 essential ingens “<i 


among which are Vitamins A, D, B,, B,, C, Bo, By 2, ‘ 
and 29 other minerals and nutritional factors! f 


OW — see for 

yourself — ob- 

solutely free — what 

a complete Super 

High-Potency Vita- 

min Formula can do 

: for you! Discover 

how Dr. Parker's amazing Vitalizing 

Tonic Kapps may help you regain your 

youthful vigor and zest for living . . . 

radiate a wonderful new glow of inner 

health and vitality—as they have done 
for thousands of others! 

Just fill in and mail the shipping label 
below, and we will send you a FREE 
30-day supply of famous Dr. Parker's 
Vitalizing Tonic Kapps — the most com- 
plete type of vitamin-mineral protec- 
tion we can offer—a Time-Tested 
Formula brought to you by a company 
that has been distributing quality prod- 
ucts for over a century! 


How Dr. Parker's Vitalizing Tonic Kapps 
May Help You—Even When Other 
Vitamin Products Have Failed! 

If you feel tired and run-down . . . if 
you think you're growing old before 
your time . . . if you don’t have the 
vigor you once had, your condition may 
be due to a common, easily corrected 
dietary vitamin and mineral deficiency. 

Perhaps you don’t know what to do 
about your condition. Or maybe you 


tMPORTANT: A FREE 30-day supply of TONIC KAPPS will be sent only to those who have never before 


have tried ordinary vitamin compounds 
and food supplements which didn't 
seem to help you. If so, you may well 
be amazed at the difference between 
Dr. Parker’s Super High-Potency Kapps 
ond other products. Dr. Parker's Kapps 
contain not 10 — not 25 — but 36 — 
yes, thirty-six important ingredients in- 
cluding vitomins, minerals, lipotropic 
and other nutritional factors. 

In eddition, Dr. Parker's Vitalizing 
Tonic Kapps contain these important 
factors in super quontities! Each Kapp 
gives you more than 3 times the mini- 
mum adult daily requirement of Vita- 
mins A and D; more than 10 times the 
minimum daily requirement of Vitamin 
B,; Vitamin B,; the amazing “Red” Vita- 
min B,.; Folic Acid; Inositol and Cho- 
line to aid fat metabolism — PLUS 28 
others listed elsewhere on this page. 

It's no wonder, then, that if your 
tired, run-down condition is due to 
vitamin-mineral or other nutritional de- 
ficiency, Dr. Parker’s Vitalizing Tonic 
Kapps con probably do more to bring 
you new pep and energy — a glorious 
new “lease on life” — than any other 
vitamin preparation you have tried. 

THE PLAN THAT SAVES YOU 50% OF 

YOUR VITAMIN DOLLARS! 

Mail the shipping label today and we 

will promptly send you a free 30-day 


eccepted this introductory offer, and only one trial supply will be sent to each family. 
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WHY DR. PARKER® KAPPS 
MAY HELP YOU—EVEN IF OTHER 


VITAMIN PREPARATIONS HAVE FAILED. 
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supply of Dr. Parker's Vitalizing Tonic 
Kapps — worth over $10.00 at retail. 
Along with your free Kapps, we will 
send you full details on how to get 
the most out of the famous Dr. Parker 
Health Plan that provides you each 
month with all the FRESH vitamins, 
minerals, enzymes, lipotropic and 
nutritional factors listed on this page 
for only $4.75 per month — a saving of 
more than 50%! But you are under no 
obligation to buy any vitamins from us 
now or ever, and you need not partici- 
pate in this Plan unless you care to. 
Remember, however, that the Dr. Parker 
Health Plan can help you provide an 
easy, economical way to keep your 


DR. PARKER MEDICINE CO., 
8th Floor 
507 W. Séth St., New York 19, N. Y. 


Send me free a 30-day supply of super poten- 
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cy Dr. Parker VirtaLtizinc Tonic Kapps. In- 
clude details regarding benefits of money- 


saving Dr. Parker HEALTH PLAN. 


I accept or reject the benefits and ae $4 


the Plan. or trial supply is 
Keep free in -— A 


( endlone 25¢ for poding end postage 


“Only one trial supply per jamily 
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HOW THE DR. PARKER PLAN OPERATES 
TO SAVE YOU MONEY 

When you receive your free 30-day 
supply of Kapps, you are under no ob- 
ligation to buy anything. With your 
Kapps you will also receive a handy 
postcard. If after taking your free Kapps 
for three weeks you are not satisfied in 
every way, simply return the postcard 
and that will end the matter. Otherwise, 
it’s up to us, and we will see that you get 
your next month's supply on time — 
and at the low, money-saving price of 
only $4.75! 
For Your FREE THIRTY-DAY Vitamin Supply 

Mail the Shipping Label Today 

See for yourself as soon as possible 
how much better Dr. Parker's Vitalizing 
Tonic Kapps may make you feel. You 
owe it to yourself to find out if they can 
help you, like they have already helped 
thousands before you to restore thot 
wonderful feeling of PEP and VITALITY 
you'd like to have . . . help bring back 
the YOUTHFUL VIGOR ond STRENGTH 
you need to make your life richer and 
happier! Mail the shipping label TO- 
DAY for your free 30-day supply. After 
your KAPPS arrive, and after you have 
had a chance to try them, you can de- 
cide on the basis of RESULTS whether 
you wish to continue to enjoy the bene- 
fits and tremendous savings offered by 
the Dr. Parker Health Plan. But you 
must hurry. The supply of Dr. Parker's 
Kapps that we can give away on this 
special offer is necessarily limited, so 
we urge you to ACT AT ONCE. Fill in 
the shipping lobe! and mail it TODAY! 
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